` 


¢ 
” bo 
2D 


HH 


GANDHI 


AND 


UTKAL 


By 
Gopabandhu Choudhury 


NAVAJIVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
AHMEDABAD-14 eo ci ¥ 
igitizec IY srujanikn@gma .COMm 


Bapu at Kendrapara (Cuttack) 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


GANDHI AND UTKAL 


BY 
GOPABANDHU CHOUDHURY 


Translated from the original in Oriya 
by 
SACHIDANANDA KANUNGO 


NAVAJIVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
AHMEDABAD-14 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
é 1 é 


First Edition, 1,500 Copies, November 1969 
Rs. 2.50 


© The Navajivan Trust, 1969 


Printed and Published by Shantilal Harjivan Shah, 
Navajivan Press, Ahmedabad-14 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


FOREWORD 


I have derived much pleasure and profit by going 
through the book, entitled Gandhi and Utkal by 
Shri Gopabandhu Choudhury, one of the prominent 
national leaders of Orissa, and its English translation 
by Shri Sachidananda Kanungo, who has wonderful 
intellectdal alertness and genuine interest for higher 
studies relating to Indian nationalism and culture. 
Shri Choudhury’s book is based on his personal ex- 
periences about Gandhiji’s connection with Orissa, 
supplemented by materials collected from relevant 
published literature with great zeal and spirit of 
devotedness. Shri Kanungo has also added something 
to it by his personal studies from original writings of 
Mahatma Gandhi, particularly in the Library of the 
Navajivan Trust at Ahmedabad. 

Love for humanity was the most dominating 
passion of the soul of Mahatma Gandhi. It was out of 
his genuine sympathy for the poverty-stricken people 
of Orissa, which he described as “‘the land of sorrows 
and tears”, that he undertook trips to this area more 
than once since 1921. He was very much moved 
whenever they were affected by the ravages of cala- 
mities like flood, famine, etc. Writing about Utkal- 
mani Gopabandhu Das, one of the noblest patriots of 
Orissa, Gandhi observed, ‘‘Gopabandhu Das was 
pure gold. His heart was bleeding for the sake of 
the country.” 

For his Harijan uplift work in 1934, Gandhiji 
travelled from place to place in Orissa on foot. “A 
tour on foot will be”, he said, ‘‘much more impressive 
and effective than an extensive tour by train or car, 
because the Harijan Movement is religious in nature. 
The method of religious propaganda is altogether 
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different. Religion can be propagated only through 
moral strength. This does not depend on conveyance. 
Rather spiritual propaganda travels faster than sound. 
All great religions owe their existence to the foot- 
marches undertaken by great spiritual leaders. Puri 
is a place of pilgrimage and a centre of religion. This 
is the religious centre of Utkal and so the ‘change- 
over to the really religious method of preaching ought 
to be made here.” He was glad that he could start 
his ‘‘foot-march from Jagannath Dham. Puri is the 
greatest Dham in the East.” 

Gandhiji laid emphasis on work in the villages. 
So in his message to the Harijan workers he said: 
“Those who have joined this pilgrimage must have 
noticed that real work lies in the villages. Most of 
the Harijans live in villages. Poverty among them 
is so acute. So the Harijan Sevak Sangh should make 
it a point to send their prominent workers to the 
villages.” In the Delang Conference, held in March, 
1938, Gandhiji gave to the people highly valuable 
advice for all kinds of national work. While open- 
ing the Exhibition organized there he observed: 
“Orissa is dearest to me in the whole of India.” 

All details about Gandhiji’s feelings and obser- 
vations about Orissa, which have profound signifi- 
cance for all, have been recorded in this volume accu- 
rately and in a lucid style. We owe an incalculable 
debt to its writer, Shri Gopabandhu Choudhury and 
to its translator, Shri Sachidananda Kanungo, for 
presenting to us this priceless source of inspiring in- 
formation relating to our national movement in one 
part of our country. This commendable example 
deserves to be emulated by others. 
23-2-°69 K. K. DATTA 

Vice-chancellor 
| Patna University 
iv 
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PREFACE 


We had a mind for a long time to compile the 
history of Gandhiji’s Foot March in Utkal in detail. 
Lot of materials were collected for this purpose from 
newspapers of the time. Detailed notes of speeches 
made by Gandhiji during the above tour were also 
taken; but, it was not possible to complete the job 
so far due to various reasons. We received the 
news about these papers being destroyed in the 1942 
upheaval while we were in jail. In spite of this loss, 
some of the co-prisoners in jail pressed me to compile 
from memory the events of the Foot March. While in 
jail, I got some writings of Gandhiji from 1921 and 
since all the prominent workers of Utkal were together 
in jail, I made some notes regarding Gandhiji’s different 
tours of Utkal. After being released from jail, this 
publication is coming out under the name, Gandhi 
and Utkal. Fortunately, after being released it was 
possible to get hold of some old copies of Navajivan 
as well as Harijan along with some other corres- 
pondence. The photos which were taken during the 
Foot March were accidentally unearthed from the 
debris of ‘‘Seva Ghar”. 

In this connection mention may be made of some 
materials collected from memories of Acharya Maha- 
shaya, Pandit Padhiari, Bhagu Babu, Nityanand 
Kanungo, etc. for which I am grateful to them. 

Incidentally, it is reported that some letters of 
Gandhiji are still with different workers of Utkal. 
It is hoped that these would be collected hereafter. 


Kendu Patna, GOPABANDHU CHOUDHURY 
1-2-1945 
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INTRODUCTION 


| In the course of a talk with Shri Ramlal Parikh, 
Registrar of Gujarat Vidyapith, I happened to mention 
about this book in Oriya. Hearing about itefrom me 
he expressed a keen desire to have a look at the Oriya 
book and was kind enough to suggest to me to trans- 
late the same into English so that people at large can 
have the privilege of knowing Bapu’s relationship with 
Utkal which is known as Orissa at present. When I 
expressed my doubts about the availability of a pub- 
lisher for the same, he promised to talk it over with 
Shri Thakorebhai Desai who was then the Managing 
Trustee of the Navajivan Trust. Shri Thakorebhai 
kept the book for some time in course of which I 
forgot about the matter. 

I had been to the 1966 Independence Day Recep- 
tion at Museum, Ahmedabad, when my friend Shri 
P. R. Chauhan, the then Secretary to the Governor of 
Gujarat, informed me that Shri Thakorebhai wants 
to see me for a minute at the party. Even at that 
time I did not remember about the matter. Shri 
Thakorebhai was kind enough to move towards me 
in the party and handed over the Oriya book asking 
me to proceed with the translation, which the 
Navajivan Publishing House would be glad to publish. 
After some time just before the General Election I 
mentioned to Shri Thakorebhai that nobody knew 
where he would be after the General Election and 
quite possibly, he may not be able to continue as 
the Managing Trustee of the Navajivan and as such, 
he should give me something in writing as commit- 
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ment which will be possibly honoured by his succes- 
sor. Hearing this from me, he laughed and asked 
me to draft a letter which he would sign. Before my 
sending him the draft, he was kind enough to send 
a letter to me formally conveying acceptance of the 
book by the Trust. I am gald to add that my pro- 
phesy hag come true. 

From the above it should be evident that it is 
only Shri Ramlalbhai and Shri Thakorebhai Desai 
due to whose encouragement the publication of this 
book in English has been made possible. After 
Thakorebhai joined Gujarat Government as a 
Minister, Shri Shantilal Shah, Member of Lok Sabha, 
has taken over as the Managing Trustee of the Nava- 
jivan Trust and after his joining here he has shown so 
much interest in this publication that sometimes I 
feel to have been put into embarrassment. I have no 
adequate words to express my gratefulness to the 
above three persons personally as well as on behalf 
of Orissa. 

The manuscript has been typed more than once 
and in course of the same lot of friends have been 
kind enough to revise and to type them out without 
any hesitation as a token of love. Towards the end 
of 1967 when I left Ahmedabad in consequence of 
my father’s shifting to Patna, I got a copy of the 
manuscript being revised by Shri Haribhai Vyas and 
Shri Jitendrabhai Desai of Navajivan Trust which 
I supposed to be the final one to be handed over to 
the press. 

On reaching Cuttack when I showed the manus- 
script to Shri Manmohan Choudhury, son of Gopa- 
bandhu Choudhury, and President of All-India Sarva 
Seva Sangh, he made so many corrections in the 
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manuscript supposed to have been finally typed that, 
it may not be exaggeration to say, the manuscript 
was completely changed with a view to improve the 
same and keep the idea of original writer intact as 
far as possible. The difference between the English 
and Indian languages is so wide that it is not possible 
to keep the essence of one language in the other. 
But still Shri Choudhury has tried his utmost and in 
trying so it may be said that he has completely 
changed the manuscript. The original writer Shri 
Gopabandhu Choudhury has incorporated in the book 
a lot of writings of Gandhiji which he translated from 
the original into Oriya. Navajivan authorities and other 
friends advised me to go for the original of those 
writings and incorporate the same in English book. 
As I was in Ahmedabad and due to generosity of 
Shri Haribhai and Shri Jitendrabhai, the vast 
library of Navajivan Trust was at my disposal, 1 
have been able to collect various original writings of 
Gandhiji which I have incorporated in this publica- 
tion. But still the original of some writings is not 
available for which I am Sorry. 


From this it should not be coucluded by any 
body that the book gives detail relation between 
Gandhiji and Utkal. Shri Choudhury made it perfe- 
ctly clear in his Foreword that the book was written 
in between 1941-45 when necessary data and detailed 
information were naturally not available to him. He 
had a mind to write a more detailed book on his 
release, but he could not do so. Therefore, this book is 
important not because it gives the relationship 
between Gandhiji and Utkal, but because it isa book 
by Shri Choudhury who was one of the few in India 
1aving intimatc relationship with Gandhiji. It has 
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come to notice that in 1927 Gandhiji undertook a 
detailed tour of some portions of Ganjam and Puri 
districts which has not been covered in this book. 
So the map given in this book does not indicate the 
places visited by Gandhiji during this tour. 


Being an humble person who has not seen the 
doors of even a primary school due to physical han- 
dicaps, it is somewhat unusual to expect of me to 
translate the book into English. I have nevertheless 
ventured. Only the reader can judge the result. How- 
ever, after finishing the job, the manuscript has been 
revised by Shri B. C. Patnaik, my sister’s son-in-law, 
to whom I am immensely indebted. After the pre- 
liminary revision by Shri Patnaik, the whole manus- 
cript has been given a thorough polishing by my 
friend Shri Harin Shah of Ahmedabad for which he 
laboured hard. Shri Harin Shah is a busy journalist 
and each of his minutes is valuable. In spite of that, 
he has not only given a polishing, but revised it in 
detail by sparing some of his valuable time. Naturally 
there are no adequate words for me to express my 
gratefulness to him. 


I am grateful to my friends Sarva Shri Chintamani 
Misra, V. R. B. Iyer, K. B. Paniker, H. M. Bakshi, 
Panchanan Jha and Brajnandan Prasad for their 
help in preparing manuscript. My gratefulness will 
be incomplete without expressing the same to Dr. 
Razi Ahmad, Curoder, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, 
Patna & Shri Manasgobind Sen, Resident Secretary, 
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackpore for favo- 
uring me with different photographs taken during 
Gandhiji’s Foot-march in 1934. I am also indebted 
to Shri Upendra Mohapatra for the latest photograph 
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of late Shri Gopabandhu Choudhury, his wife Ram 
Devi & Acharya Harihar Das. I cannot forget the 
interest shown by my youngest brother Shri Sovan 
Kanungo who was able to get me a map of Orissa 
with places visited by Mahatma Gandhi indicated 
therein. The friend who helped him in this matter 
and who remains anonymous deserves mort credit, 
Without the loving co-operation of these friends and 
many others who remain anonymous, publication 
of this book would not have been possible. 


It would not be proper to conclude this without 
a short reference to Shri Gopabandhu Choudhury 
and his activities. Shri Choudhury comes of a high 
wealthy family of Orissa and was a brilliant product 
of Calcutta University. After getting postgraduate 
degree from the above University, he joined the then 
Bihar and Orissa Government as Dy. Collector. In 
course of the same he was posted in Jajpur in Cuttack 
District as the Second Officer. When there was a 
famine, the then Sub-Divisional Officer, who was one 
Diwan Bahadur, asked Shri Choudhury to submit a 
report contrary to the actual fact, to which he did 
not agree and in consequence had to give up his job. 
After resigning Government job he joined the Non-co- 
operation movement and for some time he was the 
Chairman of the Cuttack District Board. At one 
stage everything was decided for him to join the 
Servants of People’s Society of Lala Lajpat Rai in 
1926 but he did not join. Somehow or other, as a 
Chairman of the District Board, he came to realize 
that nothing can be done in power politics as long as 
there is no mass consciousness. For the same, in- 
tensive constructive work in rural areas by dedicated 
workers without thinking of active politics is essential. 
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So after his release from Jail in 1933, he settled down 
in Bari of the same Jajpur Sub-division and started work 
under the Gandhi Seva Sangh. In 1938, when power 
politics was very acute in Orissa Congress and 
the Congress was going to be ruined in the State, 
there was an effort by people like late Sardar Patel 
and Rajendra Babu to have Gopabandhu Babu in 
active politics, as a result of which he became the 
President of the Provincial Congress Committee for a 
short period but being disgusted with his colleagues 
in Congress, he again reverted to his constructive 
work. He was the General Secretary of the All-India 
Sarva Seva Sangh. He expired in 1958. 

By the by it is desirable to incorporate some 
biographical note of Shri Jivram Kalyanji Kothari, 
popularly known as Jivrambhai referred to in this 
book. He was a Gujarati moneyed man and was 
carrying on seed business in Bombay. One day there 
was a change in his outlook. He wound up his 
business and surrendered himself with his wife to 
Gandhiji and at his instruction he chose Orissa as 
his centre of activities and died here suffering from 
leprosy. 

Raj Bhavan, Patna, SACHIDANANDA KANUNGO 
26-7-68 
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GANDHI AND UTKAL 
(1) 

Once upon a time the area comprising the State 
of the ptesent Orissa was known as Utkal. It is now 
known as Orissa according to the administrative re- 
cords of the British Government. Prior to 1921 there 
was no separate place for Orissa and the Oriyas in 
the Indian National Congress. In 1921 Gandhijji 
reshaped the Congress as an instrument for the en- 
suing struggle for Independence. Since then Orissa 
began to figure in the annals of the Congress. The 
Congress has accepted the principle of forming pro- 
vinces on linguistic basis, and as such this province 
has found a place in the organization’s constitution 
under its ancient name of Utkal. This name has 
again become well known to the outside world. The 
late Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das wrote in his poeti- 
cal work, “‘A Prisoner’s Autobiography” : 

‘“Utkal is one of the sacred places of India 
but its name was missing from the Indian almanac. 
There was no separate -place for Utkal in the 
Indian National Congress. By the grace of Lord 
Jagannath, the length and breadth of Utkal was 
deluged with the flood waters of non-co-operation. 
Like Bhagirath bringing the Ganges to the 
earth, Gandhi brought the Congress to Utkal.” 
Gandhiji had great affection for Utkalmani. 

Thanks to Utaklmani’s efforts, Gandhiji began to pay 
special attention to Utkal. The late Utkalmani was 
the servant of Utkal. He effaced himself in the service 
of the country. He was the leader of the Congress 
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in Utkal. On receipt of the news of his death, 
Gandhiji was plunged into grief. He penned the 
following glowing tribute in Young India under the 
heading “A Noble Soul Gone” : 
“As I am writing for Young India, 1 have 
a wire from Nilkanth Babu advising me of the 
death at Sakhigopal of Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
who was one of the noblest among the sons of 
Orissa, the land of sorrows and tears. Gopa- 
bandhu Babu had given his all to Orissa. I 
heard of him and his sterling character and 
steadfastness when Sjt. Amritlal Thakkar was 
sent to Orissa in 1916 to distribute relief to the 
famine-stricken. Sjt. Thakkar used to write to 
me how Gopabandhu Babu braved inconvenience 
and disease in struggling to help the helpless. He 
gave up his practice and his membership of the 
Legislative Council during the non-co-operation 
days and never wavered. What was more for him 
was to stake the existence of his dearest creation, 
the Satyavadi School. He braved the taunts of 
some of his closest friends and persisted to his 
eternal honour in what they considered to be 
his folly. His one ambition in life was to see 
dismembered Utkal united and happy. He had 
lately become a member of Lala Lajpatrai’s society 
and was planning to make Khadi an efficient 
vehicle for the economic relief of poverty and 
flood-stricken Orissa. The country is the poorer 
for the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das. 
Though he is not in our midst in the flesh, he 
is in our midst in the spirit. Let that noble 
spirit guide the workers of Orissa, let his death 
result in a larger dedication to service, greater 
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effort, greater self-effacement and greater unity 
among the scattered workers who are too few 
for the national requirements. I tender my 
condolences to the relatives and the many dis- 
ciples of the deceased patriot. 

Young India, 21-6-1928, p. 207 


WHile speaking of Utkalmani in another context, 
Gandhiji said, ‘“‘Gopabandhu Das was pure gold. 
His heart was bleeding for the sake of the country.” 


Gandhiji was a friend of the poor. He plunged 
himself into the struggle for Independence because 
Independence wiil put an end to poverty. The sole 
mission of his life was to serve the poor of this 
country. He believed that salvation lies in service of 
the poor. Utkalis the poorest province in the country 
and he feels that if one wants to serve the Daridra- 
narayana, (the name by which he calls th , poor), 
he should serve Utkal. He had occasion to see the 
plight of Utkal with his own eyes in 1921 for the first 
time. Since then he has very often remarked that 
sights he had seen in Utkal were always dancing 
before his eyes and that he would never forget the 
sight of the skeleton-like millions of the province. 
Utkalmani writes in his ‘‘A Prisoner’s Autobiography”: 


“I remember the day when Gandhiji and 
his wife were staying at Puri. He had been deeply 
grieved by the condition of this famine-stricken 
province. He had seen innumerable men and 
women, young and old reduced to skeletons by 
starvation. This had moved him to pity and 
he remarked to me when we were alone that he 
was so moved by this terrible sight that he felt 
like ending his life by going on a fast. He felt 
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that death was a hundred times better than be- 

ing a witness to such scenes. Yet he had the 

feeling deep inside him that the sufferings of the 

country were sure to end very soon.” 

Whenever Gandhiji got the news of a flood or 
a drought in Utkal from newspapers, he appealed to 
the rich for contribution and sent the money, for the 
relief of the poor people of this province. He was not 
satisfied by sending money only. He sent prominent 
social workers also to Orissa. At his instance the 
late C. F. Andrews stayed in Utkal for months to- 
gether and devoted himself to the work of putting an 
end for ever to the suffering caused by floods in the 
province. Gandhiji’s inspiration was at the root of 
Thakkar Bapa’s love for Utkal. The late Jivram- 
bhai had dedicated his life and wealth in the service 
of this province and ultimately breathed his last on its 
soil. He also had come to Orissa for serving its 
people at the instance of Gandhiji. Whenever any 
person sought his advice as to where to serve, he 
advised him to choose Utkal. On a number of occas- 
ions he had said that he felt a deep urge to settle down 
in Utkal to serve the poor people of the province. 


The condition of the Puri district was very bad 
in 1920. Famine had broken out in some parts of 
the district. Gandhiji was requested to pay a visit 
to see the situation himself. But he could not come 
himself and sent Thakkar Bapa instead. Thakkar 
Bapa used to write to him about the real condition of 
the villages of Orissa. Gandhiji was publishing these 
reports in the Gujarati edition of the MNavajivan 
under the heading “‘Famine in Orissa”, and appeal- 
ing to the people of Gujarat for contribution to carry 
on relief work there. Five such appeals were pub- 
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lished between May and September of 1920. These 
articles contained detailed descriptions of Orissa and 
also mentioned how the poet Rabindranath has descri- 
bed Orissa as “‘Utkal”’ in one of his memorable poems. 

From a letter from Thakkar Bapa, Gandhiji came 
to know of the death of a young volunteer who died 
of snake®bite in course of relief work. His name was 
Krishna Charan Nayak. Gandhiji commented on 
this that such a death was enviable and he would 
consider himself grateful to God to have such a 
death. At that time he sent Thakkar Bapa to Orissa 
with fifty thousand rupees collected from the people 
of Gujarat. 


(2) 

Gandhiji had come to Utkal more than once. He 
undertook the first tour of Utkal in 1921, when 
the non-co-operation movement was beginning. He 
came towards the end of March during the Holi 
Festival, when he visited Cuttack, Bhadrak, Sakhi- 
gopal, Puri and Berhampur. At Cuttack he stayed 
at Swaraj Ashram. A mammoth public meeting was 
held on the bed of the river Kathjuri. At that time 
the Congress had launched the struggle for Indepen- 
dence. Gandhiji was calling upon people to boycott 
foreign education, foreign cloth, courts run by the 
foreign Government and titles conferred by it. At 
Cuttack some one asked him a question: 

“We realize that English education is bad, 
but great leaders like Ram Mohan Roy and 
Tilak were products of that education. You 
yourself are what you are because of it. So why 
should we not say that English education has 
opened our eyes?” 
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The reply given by Gandhiji to this argument 
was subsequently published in his paper. The con- 
troversy continued for a long time afterwards. His 
reply was: 

“A friend asks me to give my considered 
view on the value of English education and 
explain my talk on the sands at Cuttacl. I have 
not read the report of the talk. But I gladly 
responded to the friend’s wish. It is my consi- 
dered opinion that English education in the 
manner it has been given has emasculated the 
English-educated Indian, it has put a severe 
strain upon the Indian students’ nervous energy, 
and has made of us imitators. The process of 
displacing the vernacular has been one of the 
saddest chapters in the British connection. 
Ram Mohan Rai would have been a greater re- 
former, and Lokamanya Tilak would have bcen 
a greater scholar, if they had not to start with 
the handicap of having to think in English and 
transmit their thoughts chiefly in English. Their 
effect on their own people, marvellous as it was, 
would have been greater if they had been brought 
up under a less unnatural system. No doubt 
they both gained from their knowledge of the 
rich treasures of English literature. But these 
should have been accessible to them through their 
own vernaculars. No country can become a 
nation by producing a race of translators. Think 
of what would have happened to the English if 
they had not an authorized version of the Bible. 
I do believe that Chaitanya, Kabir, Nanak, Guru 
Govindsingh, Shivaji, and Pratap were greater 
men than Ram Mohan Rai and Tilak. I know 
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that comparisons are odious. All are equally 
great in their own way. But judged by the results, 
the effect of Ram Mohan and Tilak on the 
masses is not so permanent or far-reaching as that 
of the others more fortunately born. Judged by 
the obstacles they had to surmount, they were 
giants, and both would have been greater in 
achieving results, if they had not been handi- 
capped by the system under which they received 
their training. I refuse to believe that the Raja 
and Lokamanya could not have thought the 
thoughts they did without a knowledge of English 
language. Of all the superstitions that affect 
India, none is so great as that a knowledge of the 
English language is necessary for imbibing ideas 
of liberty, and developing accuracy of thought. 
It should be remembered that there has been 
only one system of education before the country 
for the past fifty years, and only one medium of 
expression forced on the country. We have, 
therefore, no date before us as to what we would 
have put for the education in the existing schools 
and colleges. This, however, we do know that 
India today is poorer than fifty years ago, less 
able to defend herself, and her children have less 
stamina. I need not be told that that is due to 
the defect in the system of Government. The 
system of education is its most defective part. It 
was conceived and born in error, for the English 
rulers honestly believed the indigenous system 
to be worse than useless. It has been nurtured in 
sin, for the tendency has been to dwarf the Indian 
body, mind, and soul.” 

Young India, 27-4-1921 
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Gandhiji could not forget the sights he saw at Puri. 
As some areas of the district had been badly affected 
by floods at that time. It may be recalled that when 
the late Utkalmani was describing this pitiable con- 
dition in the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council, 
he burst into tears and made others also weep. This 
defeated the design of the local officials to, hush up 
the real situation of the famine. Soon afterwards non- 
co-operation and the Congress movement spread 
throughout the country and so Gandhiji was able to 
see for himself the condition created by famine in 
Puri to a great extent. He wrote in an article in 
November, 1924: 


“I have seen the famine-affected people of 
Puri. The local Superintendent of Police (Shri 
Sakhichand) was conducting an orphanage which 
gives shelter to the children of the famine-stricken 
people. The children were doing well. As 
spinning was not in vogue in those days, other 
cottage industries had been started in the orphan- 
age. The faces of those children beamed with 
the joy of work, but when I saw the parents of 
these children, could you imagine what I saw in 
them? I saw only skeleton-like figures awaiting 
death. At the root of their plight is their un- 
willingness to do manual labour. I can say 
categorically that they would prefer bullets to 
honest work. This kind of aversion for work is 
worse than drunkenness. It is possible to get 
some work from drunkards; a drunkard has got a 
heart and some intelligence; but these hungry 
people were unwilling to work and had been 
reduced to worse than animals. The problem 
is how to get work from these people. No other 


10 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


solution occurs to me other than the adoption of 

the Charkha on a large scale.” 

Way back in 1927, Gandhiji was to visit Utkal in 
November in the course of his Khadi tour. He was 
in Madras in the month of September. While address- 
ing a meeting of the Youth League there he said: 

¢Come with me to Orissa in November, to 

Puri, a holy place, and a sanatorium, where you 

will find soldiers and the Governor’s residence 

during summer months. Within ten miles’ radius 
of Puri you will see skin and bone. With this 
very hand I have collected soiled pies from them 
tied tightly in their rags, and their hands were 
more paralysed than mine were at Kolhapur. Talk 
to them of modern progress. Insult them by taking 
the name of God before them in vain. They will 
call you and me fiends if we talk about God to 

them. They know, if they know any God at all, a 

God of terror, vengeance, a pitiless tyrant. They 

do not know what love is. What can you do for 

them? You will find it difficult to change these 
delightful sisters (pointing to the ladies present) 
from their silk sadis to coarse Khadi woven by 
these paralytic and crude hands. Khadi is rough! 
It is too heavy! Silk is soft to be touched and 
they can wear 9 yards of silk, but they cannot 
wear 9 yards of Khadi. The poor sisters of Orissa 
have no sadis; they are in rags. But they have 
not lost all sense of decency, but I assure you we 
have. We are naked in spite of our clothing, 
and they are clothed in spite of their nakedness. 

It is because of these that I wander about from 

place to place, I humour my people, I humour 

my American friends, I humoured two stripling 
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youths, I said, ‘No autograph for Americans’, 
We struck a bargain. ‘I give you my autograph; 
and you take to Khadi.’ They have promised 
and I rely on the word of an American gent- 
leman. Many of them are doing this work—make 
no mistake about it—and they like it also. 

“But I cannot be satisfied, not till every man 
and woman in India is working at his or at her 
wheel. Burn that wheel if you find a better sub- 
stitute. This is the one and only work which can 
supply the needs of the millions without distur- 
bing them from their homes. It is a mighty task 
and I know that I can not do it. I know also 
that God can do it. The mightiest and strongest 
matter is but a tiny affair for Him, when it 
pleases Him. He can destroy them all in the 
twinkling of an eye, as He has destroyed thou- 
sands of homes a few years ago in South India. 
I carry this message of Khadi and the spinning 
wheel with the fullest faith in God, and, there- 
fore, in His creation, man. You may laugh at 
me today. You may call this a sordid thing. 
If you like you may distrust me and say this 
is some political schemer who has come to place 
his khaddar before us, but he has got many th- 
ings up his sleeve. You may misinterpret me 
and my message. You may say: ‘We are too 
weak to do these things and too poor.’ I know 
it is possible for you to repel me by your argu- 
ments and make me speechless. But I shall not 
lose faith in you so long as 1 cannot lose faith 
in God. It is impossible for me to lose that 
faith, and therefore I cannot lose faith in the me- 
ssage of Khadi and the spinning wheel. 
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“If I have not succeeded in opening out my 
heart to you, and if I have not succeeded in 
showing to you the rock-bottom spirituality of the 
message of khaddar, I don’t think I shall ever 
succeed in doing so. All I can say is I mean to 
succeed. My lips may not deliver the true 
messake, God will do it all, in whose name I have 
delivered this message to you. God bless you.” 
Young India, 15-9-1927 


Gandhiji went to Sakhigopal. It was the hub 
of Utkalmani’s activities. He was managing a High 
School there. The top educationists of India had 
spoken very highly of it. The classes were being 
conducted under the famous groves of Bakul and 
Churiana trees of Satyabadi. Nature has planted 
Churiana* and Bakult groves in such a way that if 
one class is conducted in one grove it will not disturb 
the class in the adjacent grove. The students of the 
school imbibed inspiration from the dedicated life of 
the late Utkalmani. The school was his pet insti- 
tution. When the non-co-operation movement com- 
menced in 1921, he converted the institution into a 
national school, stopped taking any financial help 
from the Government and terminated all connections 
with it. Gandhiji’s call had inspired him to take 
this courageous step. Gandhiji paid a visit to the 
school and was very much pleased with it. 


Under the caption “‘My Orissa Tour” Gandhiji 
wrote a lengthy article in his journal, the MNavajivan 
depicting the dedicated life of Gopabandhu. In this 


Botanical names: * Ochrocarpus longifolius (Nageshwar) 
†t Mimusops Elengi (Mauleshwari). 
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he drew the attention of others to the life of simpli- 
city and poverty led by the wokers of Orissa in their 
dedication to the service of the country. He wrote 
about the high-handedness of the priests and about? 
the way Lord Jagannath was dressed up in imported 
fineries. 


¢“ 


From there he proceeded to Berhampur. At that 
time Ganjam formed a part of Madras, and was not 
in Orissa. But the Congress had accepted the princi- 
ple of reorganising provinces on linguistic basis and 
SO Gangam was recognized as a part of Orissa by it. 
But as the Telugu-speaking people were in majority 
in some parts of the district, a controversy was going 
on with the people of Andhra regarding the location 
of the boundary. Gandhiji advised the people to 
get the matter settled through arbitration. As the 
Telugu-speaking people were in a majority, he advised 
them to concede the claim of Utkal. This has been 
the general policy of Gandhiji., He always asked the 
strong or those in the majority to accept the claim 
of the minority or weak. 


While he was waiting for the train at the Khurda 
Road Railway Station en route to Berhampur, some 
workers of Orissa asked him “‘Mahatmaji, please 
explain us the secret behind your tremendous in- 
fluence over the masses”. Gandhiji replied, “I consider 
myself to be an ordinary human being like you. The 
God who is within you is also within me. But what 
you consider to be my influence over others is due 
to my faith in Satyagraha. If I happened to see the 
truth in anything, I stake my all in my effort to 
translate it into practice and my efforts continue till 
I have it in my grasp. This endeavour has made 
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me great in your eyes. But this influence of mine 
has not penetrated deep into the people.” He con- 
tinued, “Quite possibly a day might come when 
there will be very few people who will listen to me. 
But I will neither be sorry nor disappointed, nor will 
I give up my efforts. In South Africa there was a time 
when only sixteen persons were with me. But as I 
continued in my efforts this number went on increas- 
ing till one day I had the support of six thousand 
people. Instead of giving importance to numerical 
strength I attach importance to self-confidence and 
efforts.” 


During his first tour in 1921, the Utkal Pradesh 
Congress Committee came into existence for the first 
time. 


Previously Gandhiji was putting on a shirt and a 
turban. He gave up this practice at the time of his 
Madras tour in September 1921. From that day 
onwards he started moving about bare-bodied and 
bare-headed. His only dress was a small piece of 
Khadi Dhoti—a loin cloth—and a Chadar. During 
his tour of the South, he saw many people using fine 
foreign cloth. Gandhiji asked them to switch over to 
Khadi. They refused to accept Gandhiji’s advice 
on the plea that Khadi was costly. Khadi would 
prove cheaper if one used less clothing and that was 
why he gave up putting on shirt and cap and remained 
almost bare-bodied. In a meeting at Madras he advised 
the gents to wear only one piece of -Dhoti and said: 


“I know that many will find it difficult to 
replace their foreign cloth all at once. Millions 
are too poor to buy enough Khadi to replace the 
discarded cloth. To them I repeat my advice 
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given on the Madras beach. Let them be satisfied 
with a mere loin cloth. In our climate we 
hardly need more to protect our bodies during 
warm months of the year. Let there be no pru- 
dery about dress. India has never insisted on 
full covering the body for the males as a test of 
culture.” 

Young India, 29-9-1921] 


The sight of the naked people of Utkal might 
have been in his subconscious mind when he took the 
vow of consuming as little cloth as possible. 


Four long years passed by. Gandhiji fell ill in 
Jail and was released. Many changes took place in 
the country and the movement. Originally Congress 
had decided to boycott the legislatures. But some 
prominent leaders thought of entering the legislatures 
with a view to wrecking them from within. As some 
colleagues wanted to follow this line, Gandhiji did 
not want to stand in their way. Civil disobedience 
was now in abeyance. Wrecking the legislatures from 
within was the only political activity that remained 
but Gandhiji did not join in this programme. He 
did not approve of that programme, he was in favour 
of constructive programme. The annual session of 
the Congress was held at Belgaum in 1924. Gandhiji 
presided over it. Gandhijji confined himself to con- 
structive work and devoted himself to the promotion 
of Khadi and spinning. He met the delegates of 
Utkal, who had come to Belgaum, separately and 
advised them: 


“The picture of Orissa which is dancing 
before my eyes has convinced me that it will 
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be Swaraj for them if we can provide food to the 
people of Orissa. So I would request the Con- 
gress workers of Orissa to forget their internal 
squabbles and work to provide food to the 
starving people of Orissa. The best way to this is 
to pjopagate Khadi. Many labourers from Orissa 
work outside the State. Their miseries 
will be over if they can be engaged in Khadi 
work in their own villages. If this programme is 
carried out sincerely, Khadi production in Utkal 
will increase and one day the province may be- 
come ‘The Khadi store of India’.” 

The death of Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das 
occurred in June 1925. At that time Gandhiji was 
touring Bengal for the propagation of Khadi. He 
raised 10 lakhs of Rupees to perpetuate the memory 
of Deshabandhu. In August 1925 he wrote a letter 
to Motilal Nehru intimating him his desire to give 
up Congress Presidentship. In that letter he said 
“Tet the intelligentsia of India manage the Congress, 
and improve it. 1 do not want to stand in their way. 
They can manage it better than I. I have decided 
to identify myself with the masses. Moreover, I have 
basic differences with the outlook of the educated 
people. This does not mean that I will give up my 
efforts to change their outlook. I will continue to 
plead with them, but will not use the leadership of 
the Congress as a means to this end. I shall remove 
myself from their way and engage wholly in con- 
structive work. I will carry on this in the name of 
the Congress with its help and that also only to the 
extent the educated people will permit me to do. 
By doing this I hope to co-operate with them in the 
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least way and to help the Congress in its develop- 
ment”. 


While Gandhiji was touring Bengal in this state 
of mind, the news reached Cuttack that he would 
be visiting the town and would stay as the guest of 
Madhu Babu.* Since he was not coming this time 
in connection with Congress work, he fixed up his 
Cuttack programme without informing the Congress 
workers in advance. He rarely accepted invitation from 
any individual to be his guest in his individual capa- 
city. He accepted invitations only from persons with 
whom he was on intimate terms and he went to those 
places only where he expected to be able to do some- 
thing for the good of the country. His relationship 
with Madhu Babu was very intimate. The grand 
old man, Madhu Babu, was neither a member of the 
Congress nor did he appreciate Gandhiji’s policy of 
non-co-operation. Yet, how could they have such 
an intimate relationship? The main reason of their 
intimacy was that both of them subscribed to a com- 
mon ideal. Madhu Babu believed in the same ideal 
of physical labour which Gandhiji had accepted and 
was putting into practice in his life. Though Madhu 
Babu could not put this ideal into practice in his 
own life, he strove all his life to enhance the dignity 
of labour. Madhu Babu was of the opinion that 


*Shri Madhusudan Das, C.L.E., who was a Member of the 
Governor’s Executive Council of Bihar & Orissa, was known as 
the father of modern Orissa. He did not join the Congress and he 
was a liberal in politics. Smt. Rama Devi, wife of Gopabandhu 
Choudhary is his brother’s daughter. Madhu Babu died in 1934. 
He was an eminent lawyer and Orissa State, as a separate State 
owes its existence only to his efforts. 
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unless the cottage industries of the country were 
sufficiently developed and unless the people took 
steps to improve the same by giving up their lethargy 
and ignorance, there could not be any Swaraj. He 
spent his life’s earning for the development of cottage 
industrie. Even before Gandhiji introduced hand- 
spinning as a mational programme, Madhu Babu 
placed before the Utkal Conference a proposal aimed 
at encouraging the spinning wheel on this occasion. 
Gandhiji came to Cuttack just to see the tannery 
started by Madhu Babu. Gandhiji was of the opinion 
that along with a Dairy each village should have a 
tannery which would result in the welfare of the vil- 
lage as well as of its cattle. Though there was no 
idea of service to cattle behind Madhu Babu’s concep- 
tion of the tannery, his effort was certainly motivated 
by the ideal of dignity of labour. 


Gandhiji had great respect for Madhu Babu and 
he has referred to him in his writings and articles. 
In an article on the 10th May, 1928, he wrote: 
According to Shri Madhusudan Das those 
who give up cottage industry and work with 
the cattle, become physically as well as mentally 
weak.” On 7th September, 1934, he wrote . .. 
“We have become the most exploited, isolated and 
shortlived nation, because we have isolated intellect 
from manual labour. Tanning work in rural areas 
bears testimony to it. The Late Madhusudan Das 
opened my eyes in this regard. He brought home 
to me the truth that we were doing injustice to 
a great part of our society. With a view to making 
amends for this injustice he himself established a 
tannery. His effort did not materialize. Owing to 
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his efforts hundreds of cobblers of Cuttack could earn 
their livelihood. . . . Because of the disappearance of 
cottage industries the villagers are engaged only in 
agricultural operations and they remain idle for four 
to six months a year. When this is the condition 
what else can be their lot? In the words of Madhu 
Babu they will be reduced to the state of beasts. 
Lacking food for their body and soul, they will spend 
their lives in despair and discontentment.” 


This clearly reveals that both of them had 
understood one thing, that human welfare and deve- 
lopment were possible only if manual work and in- 
telligence went hand in hand. If one was isolated 
from other, human life had no meaning. Work divorced 
from intellect is valueless, and likewise intellect with- 
out work is meaningless. 


At that time Gandhiji stayed in Cuttack for only 
two days. During his stay he paid a visit to the 
Leper Asylum. He had a special interest in leprosy 
patients. It has been noticed that sometimes he kept 
those patients in his own Ashram. He cleaned their 
sores with his own hands. Gandhiji’s inspiration and 
the late Jamnalalji’’s efforts are at the root of the 
organisation, known as ‘‘Maharogi Seva Mandal”, 
Colonies for leprosy patients are being established 
and training in the treatment of leprosy patients is 
being imparted at different places. 


Whatever may be the purpose of Gandhiji’s visit, 
people came pouring in like ants that have smelt 
sugar, to have a glimpse of him. During his visit a 
mammoth public meeting was held on the Municipal 
grounds. Only he who has seen those people sitting 
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calmly and quietly to hear him in the midst of a 
drizzle can realize the tremendous influence that 
Gandhiji had over the masses. 


He had a talk with some Congress workers for 
some time. On his being requested to pay a visit to 
the Alaka Ashram* at Jagatsinghpur, he expressed the 
wishes tlvat the workers and students of the Ashram 
should be brought to Cuttack, because he was hard- 
pressed for time. He talked to them at Madhu 
Babu’s House. While speaking to them on national 
education, he said, 

“The present system of education has made 


our intellect the blotting sheets of modern civili- 
zation.” 


Madhu Babu, who was sitting nearby, asked: 

‘Sir, what was that novel English expression you 
used?” 

Gandhiji explained, 

“We are not able to grasp Western civiliza- 
tion correctly, One gets inverted letters on 
blotting papers, and those are also illegible. On 
a blotting paper everything is blurred and in- 
distinct. Similarly, Western education leaves a 
confused imprints on our intellect. This con- 
fusion has made us dull and lethargic.” 


*The Alaka Ashram was a Ashram started on Gandhian line 
for carrying out constructive work in Jagatsinghpur, 28 miles 
away from Cuttack. Prominents behind this Ashram were Shri 
Gopabandhu Choudhary, Shri Nawakrishna Choudhary (Shri 
Gopabandhu Choudhary’s brother), lately President of All-India 
Serva Seva Sangh and Shri Bhagirathi Mahapatra. For some 
time a National School was being conducted there. 
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(3) 

It was in 1927. By that time The All-India 
Spinners’ Association had already come into existence. 
The Cngress had handed over Khadi work completely 
to the Spinners’ Association. As the President of the 
Association, Gandhiji was devoting most of his time 
to Khadi. It was decided that he would undertake 
a tour of the whole country to raise funds for Khadi 
work. Accordingly, Gandhiji was scheduled to come 
to Orissa in November. How Orissa was uppermost 
in his mind is amply borne out by his speech that 
he delivered in Madras in September, 1927. 

During his tour to Orissa, Gandhiji went to 
Bhadrak to see the flood affected areas. It was then 
that Jivrambhai made Orissa his field of activity. 

He came to Cuttack, after visiting Bhadrak and 
some centres of the Puri and Ganjam districts. 
Twenty-six thousand rupees were donated for Khadi 
work in Ganjam during his visit to that district. 
That amount formed the capital of the Utkal Branch 
of the All-India Spinners’ Association. Details of the 
donations and other particulars were published in 
the Youug India. Some of the interesting events 
which took place during the period are given below. 


Gandhiji went to Bolgarh in the Puri district. 
An event that took place there was narrated by the 
late Deenabandhu Andrews in the Young India. 
While Gandhiji was attending to his work, an old 
villager was passing by carrying some firewood on his 
head for selling. When he heard that Gandlhiji was 
there he threw off his load and fell prostrate before 
him. When he fell down, Gandhiji’s eyes turned 
towards him. He called him near and asked why 
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he fell down prostrate on the ground. He made the 
man to sit near him and asked for some contribution 
towards Swaraj. He was a poor Harijan; his body 
was covered with rags. He had not yet sold his fuel. 
It was very doubtful if he had a single pie on him. 
Still he turned his hand to his waist band to find 
out if thgre was anything there. Gandhijji told him 
with a smile, 

“If you have no money, I would ask of you 
three favours. Can you oblige me?” 

When he agreed, Gandhiji told him, 

“You are a human being. It is not right to 
prostrate oneself before another human being. 
This type of reverence should be reserved only for 
God. Secondly, you Harijans are habituated to 
taking beef, but you are Hindus. As Hindu 
religion prohibits eating beef, please give it up. 
Thirdly, do not use any intoxicants.” 

The old man agreed to abide by these three vows 
and slowly went away. 

Here is another incident. During this tour his 
main activity was the propagation of the Charkha 
and Khadi. Wherever Gandhiji went he was mak- 
ing thorough enquiries regarding Khadi activities in 
that locality. He made it a point to meet the old 
spinners and teach the new spinners the correct 
technique of spinning. Gandhiji was strongly of the 
opinion that every Congress worker should not only 
know spinning, but also be able to teach it. He 
spun regularly and exhorted everybody to take to 
spinning. Quite cleverly he examined the workers 
about their knowledge in spinning. One day his 
spinning wheel was out of order. There was an 
Oriya worker nearby. He quietly pushed his spinning 
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wheel towards him and asked him to set it right. 
The worker tried his best to set it right but could 
not succeed. Gandhiji, who was watching all the while, 
said “‘This is not like reading books or writing for 
newspapers. One must learn it. Do you spin re- 
gularly?” When he did not get any clear reply, he 
said, ‘Do you eat daily, or are you suffering from 
dyspepsia? This sort of dyspepsia has no place in 
spinning.” He narrated this event in Young India 
under the heading ‘“‘A Dyspeptic Spinner”. 

He became the guest of the late Gopal Praharaj 
during his stay at Cuttack. He was to go to some 
rural area of the Cuttack district according to the 
programme drawn up for him. But suddenly his 
blood pressure became high and he felt unwell. In 
spite of his desire to stick to the programme, it was 
cancelled on doctor’s advice. Gobind Babu’s Ashram 
at Champapur was to have been opened by Gandhiji 
during this tour. He sent Mahadev Desai there. 
Gandhiji was also to go to Jagatsinghpur. An insti- 
tution named the Alaka Ashram was being run 
there since 1921. The Government School located 
there had been converted into a national school under 
the above name. There was a co-operative union 
named the “‘Cuttack Khadi Sangh”, which was en- 
gaged in Khadi production. The weavers of the 
Alaka Ashram and the Khadi Sangh were brought 
to Cuttack and as a result, they got an opportunity 
to talk to Gandhiji. Talking to the workers of the 
Khadi Sangh, he said, ‘““Your responsibility is great- 
er than that of the people managing The Bank of 
England in London. They thrive on the exploitation 
of the poor countries, whereas you have taken up 
the task of building poor men’s Swaraj”. 
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In spite of illness he attended a public meeting 
held at Cuttack to accord him a civic reception. A 
spinning competition and a small Khadi exhibition 
were held at the Swaraj Ashram. Gandhiji went to 
see these and addressed a women’s meeting. 


At the Ahmedabad session of the Congress held 
in 1921 it had been decided to start Satyagraha for 
the achievement of Swaraj from Bardoli. Preliminary 
arrangements had already been made for it. The 
people were engaged in making preparations for Satya- 
graha, but owing to the Chowri Chaura incident 
Gandhiji postponed the movement. Gandhiji referred 
to the pledge of the people in his speech. “All of 
us will be moved to tears if I narrate the suffering 
of the people of Orissa”. Providentially the same 
year, an Oriya was destined to see Gandhiji moved to 
tears. It was towards the end of 1928, on the 18th 
and 19th of December, Gandhiji was then staying in 
the Satyagraha Ashram at Wardha. He regularly 
spent a month in this Ashram of Vinobaji every 
year. It was decided that he would go to Calcutta 
from there to attend the Congress session. He had held 
out the hope that he might find time on his way to 
Calcutta to visit Sambalpur. Although he had visited 
other districts of Orissa once or twice he had not yet 
visited Sambalpur. As a result of this the friends of 
Sambalpur had a grievance which reached Gandhiji’s 
ears once or twice and to satisfy them he was to go 
to Sambalpur for a day on his way to Calcutta. 
Lest he should forget it the writer had been to 
Wardha to discuss his Sambalpur visit with him. Half 
an hour had been allotted for the interview. During 
this talk the writer wanted to have Gandhiji’s advice 
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on his (wirter’s) own future programme of work. 
During this talk Gandhiji began describing the miseri- 
es of the people of Orissa. Further he told that how he 
came to know from Govind Babu* about the sufferings 
of the people living in the Princely State of Orissa, 
how Thakkar Bapa used to describe to him the 
condition of the famine stricken people of Orissa and 
how he himself had collected pies and half pice 
from the people of that province. While describing 
this, his voice became chocked and his eyes became 
filled with tears. For a while he could not speak. 
Fortunately for the writer the interview, originally 
scheduled for half-an-hour, was prolonged to nearly 
one hour. He began to elaborate on how Orissa need- 
ed devoted workers who would devote heart and soul 
to missions they would take up for life. While telling 
this, he uttered that famous verse of Gita in which 
Krishna exhorts Arjuna to devote himself single-mind- 
edly to his mission and not let his mind stray by 
distraction. He indicated that it was essential to 
undertake village reconstruction work especially Khadi 
work by expanding the activities of the All-India 
Spinners’ Association. He also advised the writer to 
set up branches of the Gandhi Seva Sangh. 


There remained not a shadow of doubt in the 
mind of the writer that the service of the poor of India, 


*Govindchandra Mishra was a resident of Daspala, a tiny 
Indian State, having a population of less than one lakh, 
and with a ruler having full sovereignty. Govind Babu, while a 
student in Cuttack school, felt the miseries of his people and 
ran away to Shantiniketan to escape the death sentence 
passed on him by State. There he met Gandhiji and was a 
resident of Sabarmati Ashram when it was started. Shri Mishra 
is now dead..For sometime, he was a member of the Rajya Sabha. 
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the misery of the people of areas like Orissa, were 
sources of deep anxiety for Gandhiji and added to the 
burden of his tapasya. At the same time the writer 
could not but realize that the misery of Orissa would 
not disappear if a few great men like Gandhiji shed 
tears for her. It could only be removed if the selfless 
and full-fime workers with missionary zeal and spirit 
of dedication came forward to serve the province. 

During the conversation with the writer that day 
Gandhiji was also trying out a new] spinning wheel. 
The latter was quite big having large spokes made of 
bamboo. He was spinning on this while talking. His 
hands gradually slowed down and then stopped alto- 
gether as the question of Orissa cropped up and the 
pent-up emotions welled up. It was a sight not to 
be forgotten. 


It was decided that he would tour Sambalpur 
for a day only. Being pressed to give another day 
Gandhiji said, “I have no control over my time. I 
really do not have much to do at the session of the 
Congress. That is the responsibility of Pandit Motillal. 
I am going there because he needs my presence and 
has ordered me to attend. Pandit Motilal is my jailor. 
I shall have to present myself before him on the ap- 
pointed day.” Gandhiji was keeping out of direct 
involvement of the political activities of the Congress 
since 1925. He was devoting his attention only to the 
Khadi and other constructive activities of the Congress. 


In order to reach Sambalpur one has to get 
down at Jharsuguda and board another train. In- 
numerable people gathered at Jharsuguda. Some 
spinners who were still plying Charkha traditionally 
came from nearby villages and gave demonstration of 
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spinning. Gandhiji was very glad to see them plying 
the wheel. It was arranged that he would stay at the 
residence of the late Chandra Sekhar Behera. On 
that day two public meetings were held. One of them 
was a women’s meeting. Since the purdah system was 
not in vogue in Sambalpur many women attended 
the meeting held on the river bed. Gandhiji was 
very happy to see such a large gathering of women. 
He addressed them a few words regarding spinning. 
In the other meeting he expressed his views regarding 
the situation in the country and Khadi work. He 
expressed his pleasure at the fact that the people of 
Sambalpur, specially women, were still habituated to 
wearing handloom textiles. Gandhiji spoke a few 
words at this meeting that deserve to be treasured 
by every one. He said, ‘‘When Hanuman’s heart was 
torn into two, ‘Ramnam’ was found inscribed there. 
Similarly if you tear my heart, you will see there the 
word ‘Daridranarayana’. 

In February 1929 Gandhiji was addressing a meet- 
ing of Sindhi students. When he came to know that 
the students were using imported articles and spending 
lavishly, he said: 

*““As students of economics, you ought to 
know that the the fees that you pay do not cover 
even a fraction of the amount that is spent on 
your education from the public exchequer. Has 
it ever occurred to you, my young men, as to 
where the rest of the money comes from? It 
comes from the pockets of the poor, the living 
skeletons of Orissa who go about with lack- 
lustre eyes and despair written on their face and a 


* Mahatma, Vol 11, p. 453 
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gnawing hunger in their stomach, from year’s end 
to year’s end, eking out their existence on handful 
of rotten rice and a pinch of dirty salt flung at 
them by the insulting munificence of the rich 
Gujaratis and Marwadis? What have you done 
for these brethren of yours? Instead of wearing 
home-spun khadi prepared by the pure hands 
of your sisters that brings them additional cop- 
pers you go in for foreign stuffs, thereby helping 
to send sixty crores of rupees out of the country 
annually and to snatch away the bread from the 
mouths of the poor of India. The result is that 
the country is being ground to powder. Our 
commerce, instead of enriching our country, has 
become an instrument of our exploitation and our 
commercial classes have been reduced to the 
position of commission agents for Lancashire 
and Manchester, getting hardly five per cent 
as their share of the profits of the trade, out of 
which is built all the seeming magnificence of 
our cities.” 


(4) 

The Salt Satyagraha created an unprecedented 
turmoil throughout the country. The like of it had 
never happened before in the long history of India. 
The valour and heroism Gandhiji displayed by the 
common people was amazing to behold. Gandhiji set 
forth on his famous march to Dandi for disobeying the 
Salt Law on the 12th March 1930 and actually violat- 
ed the law on the 6th April. Simultaneously breaking 
of the law by illegal manufacture of salt was begun 
at different places throughout the country. The 
Government unleashed a wave of repression. Gandhiji 
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was gathering detailed news of oppression from diff- 
erent parts of the country. He wrote a second letter 
to the Viceroy on the eve of his arrest. In it he had 
said that after the arrest of the leaders barbarous 
and sometimes even indecent repression was let loose on 
the people and the workers. He had pointed ,out that 
it would not have mattered had these been isolated 
cases. “‘But the news reaching me from Bengal, 
Bihar, Utkal and Bombay”, he said, “‘confirm my 
personal experience of happenings in Gujarat.” 


Gandhiji went to jail. After being released he 
entered into a pact with the Viceroy and the move- 
ment was withdrawn. Thereafter the Congress met 
in Karachi amidst scenes of great enthusiasm. The Salt 
Satyagraha had brought about remarkable awaken- 
ing among the workers of Utkal. They wished that an 
annual session of the Congress be held in Utkal also. 
So, an invitation was extended at the Karachi Session 
to have the next session in Utkal. Gandhiji supported 
the invitation and as a result of this no other pro- 
vince dared to contend for the honour. It was decid- 
ed to hold the next Session of the Congress in Utkal. 
This was in 1931. 


Gandhiji undertook fasting scveral times in 1932 
for the amelioration of the conditions of the Harijans. 
Initially he undertook fast unto death. The British 
Government wanted to introduce the segregation of 
Harijans in the political field by creating a separate 
electorate for them. While in London, Gandhiji had 
strongly warned the British Government that in case 
they made any effort, he would resist it at the cost 
of his life. When Gandhiji was in jail he received the 
announcement of the British Prime Minister regarding 
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this. He started correspondence with the Government 
and when nothing came out of the same, he started 
his fast unto death, which he commenced on the 20th 
of September, 1932. Before he started the fast, the 
Government allowed some journalists to interview him 
in Jail. In the course of his statement he mentioned: 


on people won’t laugh at me, I would gent- 
ly put forward a claim which I have always 
asserted, that I am a ‘touchable’ by birth, but an 
‘untouchable’ by choice, and I have endeavoured 
to qualify myself to represent, not the upper ten 
even among the ‘untouchables’, because be it said 
to their shame there are castes and classes among 
them, but my ambition is to represent and to 
identify myself with, as far as possible, the lowest 
strata of ‘untouchables’, namely the ‘invisibles’ 
and ‘unapproachables’, whom I have always 
before my mind’s eye, wherever I go; for they 
have indeed drunk deep of the poisoned cup. I 
have met them in Malabar and in Orissa, and 
am convinced that if they are ever to rise, it will 
not be by reservation of seats, but by the stre- 
nuous work of Hindu reformers in their midst. 
314 

At this time the Satyagraha movement slowed 
down and the Harijan movement gained momentum. 
In 1934 Gandhiji decided to tour the whole of India 
for the Harijan cause. The main objectives of the 
tour were to make propaganda for the-eradication of the 

untouchability and to collect funds for Harijan work. 
Originally eight or nine days were allotted to 
Orissa in this programme. During this period he was 


* Mahatma, Vol. III, p. 205 
31 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
é ! 6 


to visit the Sambalpur, Angul, Puri, Cuttack, Balasore 
and Ganjam districts. But Utkal was fortunate in 
the sense that while initially he was scheduled to be 
there for eight or nine days, actually his stay in 
Utkal exceeded more than a month or so, and on this 
occasion his tour took a form that would be 
remembered by the people of Utkal for ever. 

At first a rigid programme had been chalked 
out, so that he could cover as many places as possible 
in the short time at his disposal. Except for short 
spells of rest the whole of the time was devoted to 
touring by train or car. Gandhiji came to Sambalpur 
after completing his Bihar tour. According to the 
programme originally fixed he was to have come to 
Angul from Sambalpur by car and from Angul to 
Puri by train. But a message was received from 
Sambalpur that after reaching Puri, Gandhiji would not 
follow the original programme which required him to 
travel by car but would like to continue the tour on 
foot. No further information except the above was 
available at first. An incident had taken place during 
his Bihar tour. With a view to eradicating untouch- 
ability, Gandhiji was campaigning vigorously for the 
entry of Harijans into temples. Those who were not 
in agreement with him were instigating the orthodox 
elements of society by saying that the Hindu religion 
would be destroyed if the untouchables were allowed 
to enter the temples. At many places of pilgrimage 
goondas thrive by exploiting religion. At some 
places these elements were roused up against Gandhiji 
and his car was attacked by stones and sticks. Such 
an incident took place at Vaidyanath Dham during 
his Bihar tour. Gandhiji’s nature was well known. He 
was not a man to be afraid of being attacked, rather 
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in such circumstances he carried out his programme 
with greater resoluteness and firmness. He faced 
violence boldly and as a Satyagrahi he held the be- 
lief that such action would disarm the opponent. 
That was all we knew till we heard everything in 
detail from Gandhiji at Puri. 


Ganehiji came to Angul from Sambalpur by car. 
The Government officers at Angul tried to hinder the 
public meeting by imposing restrictions on holding of 
meetings but could not succeed. Gandhiji had to stay 
on the outskirts of the town in a tattered tent under 
the mid-day sun. A huge crowd collected there. Two 
meetings had to be held. Once the crowd became 
unmanageable and Gandhiji suddenly climbed to the 
top of a car and pacified it by speaking a few words 
to them. People vied with each other in contributing 
money and he got about Rs. 125/- in small coins. 


He reached Puri at ten in the night. It was usual 
for people to gather in large numbers to see Gandhiji 
wherever he went. When the news spread that he 
would tour on foot, a very large crowd gathered at 
the railway station. When Gandhiji came out of the 
station and looked around his eyes fell on the police- 
men present there. They were there in rather large 
numbers and were helping to make way for Gandhiji 
in the crowd. There and then he wanted to know 
why so many policemen were there but no one could 
enlighten him. He again asked the same question as 
soon as he reached the halting place. It was learnt 
that some of the local people in charge of Gandhiji’s 
tour were anticipating trouble from Sanatanis and as 
a precautionary measure had requested the District 
Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police to provide 
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police help. Gandhiji was deeply grieved when he 
came to know of this. He was not at all anxious to 
be saved from Sanatanis, rather he wanted to under- 
take the tour on foot openly. That was why he felt 
very much embarrassed and explained to the organi- 
zers the same night that they ought not have asked 
for police help. | 

His day of silence was to have commenced the 
same evening. But he started it only after he had 
discussions with the organizers and had assured himself 
that they had nothing more to know from him. 
Gandhiji observed a day of silence in a week. Usually 
he made good his arrears in correspondence during 
this time. He got a bit of leisure and tranquillity 
of mind after six days of strenuous work. He used 
to say: 

“By observing silence, one gets spiritual bene- 
fit. It gives one an opportunity to think of God, 
but I am deprived of that privilege because I have 
to dispose of a lot of pending work on that 
day.” 

He listened to others even on this day of silence 
and sometimes he replied in writing. Occasionally he 
observed extra day of silence with a view to getting 
more spiritual benefit when he felt that he was not 
getting enough of it from the usual spell. He observed 
silence for half-a-day for several days on end. 

The Harijan tour was being conducted by the 
Harijan Sevak Sangh. Thakkar Bapa was looking 
after the details of arrangements for it. On the day 
of silence he informed the workers about Gandhiji’s 
decision to continue the rest of the tour on foot. It 
was learnt from him that a new programme of tour 
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on foot would have to be drawn up doing away with 
the one based on cars and trains. The workers were 
objecting to this decision as they could not realize its 
significance. In accordance with Gandhiji’s wish this 
discussion took place in his presence so that he could 
know the various arguments and be able to answer 
them gfter he broke his silence. 


Next morning all were asked to come again. By 
that time some workers of other districts had also al- 
ready arrived. The sudden change in the mode of 
tour had really shocked everybody because in that case 
Gandhiji would never be able to cover all the dis- 
tricts. What distance would he be able to cover on 
foot in a week’s time? He might not be able to cover 
even a portion of a district. People would be waiting 
eagerly to see Gandhiji. They would be greatly dis- 
appointed on knowing of the changes made in the 
mode of his tour and lose faith in the workers. 
These thoughts were perturbing the workers’ minds. 
Gandhiji had heard all their objections cn the previous 
day. This was his reply to them: 


“A tour on foot will be much more impressive 
and effective than an extensive tour by train or 
car, because the Harijan Movement is religious 
in nature. The method of religious propaganda 
is altogether different. Religion can be propa- 
gated only through moral strength. This does not 
depend on conveyances. Rather spiritual propa- 
ganda travels faster than sound. All great reli- 
gions owe their existence to the foot-marches 
undertaken by great spiritual leaders. Puri is a 
place of pilgrimage and a centre of religion. This 
is the religious centre of Utkal and so the 
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change-over to the really religious method of 
preaching ought to be made here.” 


It was the duty of a Satyagrahi to face Sanatanis 
rather than run away from them. Quite possibly this 
was the original reason behind the idea of a foot- 
march. But now there was an additional argument 
in its favour. This was Gandhiji’s way of doing things. 
If he thought something to be wrong, he discarded it. 
Afterwards many new arguments in favour of the deci- 
sion came to his mind. While making a decision 
he did not initially take all arguments in favour or 
against it into consideration. Since his mind was pure, 
he was able to smell the good or the bad in a thing. 


Concluding he said, 


“I no longer want to travel by train or car. 
If you will still insist, I will allow you to take 
me by train or car on this tour. But in that it 
will »e like carrying only my soulless body.” 


What reply could one give to this? Everybody 
was silent. How would the workers show their faces 
to the people in their areas? How could the villagers 
continue to rely on the workers? Answering these 
questions Gandhiji said with a smile, 


“Do you want to become leaders or workers 
cheaply? That cannot be. In order to become 
a leader in the true sense of the term, you must 
know that some day the people may tear you to 
pieces and you will have to be prepared for it. 
You must stick to the truth. Nobody can aspire 
to be a leader unless he knows how to lead the 
people; nobody can lead the people if he himself 
does not know the right path.” 
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(5) 

All necessary arrangements were made for the 
foot-march. It was decided that starting from Puri 
he would go towards Cuttack along the Jagannath 
Road (The Orissa Trunk Road). He would walk 
both in®the mornings and evenings. He would rest 
in a village after covering four or five miles in the 
morning and then spend the night in another village 
after covering another four or five miles in the even- 
ing. Only on his day of silence he would stay at the 
same place for one and a half days. Gandhiji himself 
made decisions about the composition of the party, 
the things to be carried with it and the food that 
should be served on the way. He declared that he 
would take whatever was served to him by the villagers. 
Everything was decided keeping in view the object of 
not imposing any burden on the villagers. It was 
decided that the party should not be large. Gandhijji 
usually takes fruits and these are generally obtained 
from other places. This time it was decided that no 
fruits should be procured from other places and he 
would manage with whatever was locally available. 
The luggage to be carried with the party was to be 
cut to the barest minimum. Heavy trunks and pack- 
ages were sent to Cuttack by train in advance. Some 
workers went ahead to find out suitable camping sites, 
which were preferably to be mango groves during the 
day and open grounds at night, and make other ar- 
rangement. The party was to take two meals in the 
village where it halted at day time and have breakfast 
only at the village in which it spent the night. There 
would be a public meeting at every place he visited. 
The members of the party were to visit the nearby 
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Harijan bustees and do some village sanitation work 
and discussions were to be held with local workers 
at the day halts. It was arranged to carry brooms, 
baskets and spades for village sanitation work. A 
bullock-cart was arranged to carry luggage. Any 
member of the party who fell ill, was also to make 
use of the cart. 


Fourteen persons of whom seven were ladies were 
selected to form the party. Four ladies had accom- 
panied Gandhiji. They were Smt. Mirabehn, Smt. 
Uma, youngest daughter of the late Jamnalal Bajaj, 
Smt. Prabhavati Devi, wife of Shri Jaya Prakash 
Narayan, and another lady-worker named Smt. Sushi- 
labai. Gandhiji issued a statement to the press 
explaining why he was undertaking the tour on foot 
and had given up the use of transport. He also 
issued another statement addressing to the people of 
those areas which he failed to visit. 


He said, “If I propagate my views even in one 
corner of the country, it will have its impact through- 
out India”. There was discontentment in the pro- 
vince due to the curtailment of the programme. All 
of a sudden Gandhiji {himself suggested. “I would 
like to cancel my programme in other provinces 
and devote all my time to this foot-march.” 


Immediately he wrote to the leaders of other 
provinces intimating this decision to them and wires 
were also sent to one or two persons. This decision 


generated a new enthusiasm among the workers 
of Utkal. 


The whole of the first day was spent in making 
arrangements. In the evening a mammoth public 
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meeting was held at the Lion’s Gate* of Puri. It was 
reported that Sanatani friends were planning to create 
trouble at the meeting. But there was no trouble. 
Only a few black flags were shown from the roofs of 
one or two Maths.t It could not be ascertained 
definitely whether this was done by some outside 
elements or by any local people because it was known 
that a certain Sanatani leader was following Gandhiji 
wherever he went. 
At this public meeting Gandhiji unveiled a 
marble statue of the late Utakalmani on the Grand 
Road.t Sanatani friends had started a rumour that 
Gandhiji was going to make Harijans enter the 
Jagannath Temple forcibly. Gandhiji explained in his 
speech that such rumours were entirely baseless and as 
long as Sanatanis themselves did not allow Harijans to 
enter the temple of their own accord there was no point 
in making Harijans enter forcibly. Gandhiji continued, 
“I am glad that I am starting this foot-march 
from Jagannath Dham. Puri is the greatest 
Dham in the East. Here all Hindus take the 
prasad of Lord Jagannath together irrespective of 
caste and creed. The main aim of this foot- 
march is to lay emphasis on the spiritual aspect 


* Lion’s Gate is the main entrance gate of Lord Jagannath 
Temple in Puri. 

+ Maths are the Hindu monastics. Puri is full of monas- 
tics and most of them have large properties. The head of such 
monastics are known as Mahantas. 

$ The famous car festival of Lord Jagannath in month of 
July (Asarh) is well known. During nine days on that occasion, 
the deities go to another place which is called ‘‘Gundicha Ghar”. 
The distance between the temple and ‘‘Gundicha Ghar” is nearly 
three miles which is called Grand Road, because it is very wide 
in breadth just to make the passage of chariots easy. 
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of the Harijan Movement. From my own ex- 
perience as well as from my knowledge of history 
I am convinced that if anybody wants to use 
other modes of transport including bullock-carts, 
it hinders the unrestricted working of spiritual 
force. This work is tough. Untouchability is so 
deeply embedded in our body politic that it is very 
difficult to wipe it out. I am getting convinced 
more and more that to get this work done speedily 
I must have to give up travelling by ‘train or 
car, and be satisfied with whatever I can do by 
walking. This idea came to my mind at Vaidya- 
nath Dham. I realized long ago that 1 existed 
only by the mercy of God, and if He wanted 
to utilize me in the service of the people, then 
Lord Jagannath would protect me from all 
calamities. I consider it painful to use transport 
for my own safety. The police are certainly doing 
their duty, but I am ashamed that they have to 
be there for my protection. Having taken all 
these factors into consideration, I have decided to 
undertake this tour on foot. If there is any truth 
in my message it would blossom forth sponta- 
neously. Right thinking will have its impact on 
crores of lives. If nothing comes out of this, I 
must come to the conclusion that I am not fit 
for this work. But the truth behind it will 
never be extinguished.” 


(6) 
The foot-march started from Puri on the 9th 
May, 1934. During the tour it was decided that the 


party will stay in the following villages which are 
situated on the Jagannath Road; Harekrushnapur, 
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Chandanpur, Sakhigopal, Bir Purusottampur, Danda 
Mukundpur, Pipili, Siula Chaka, Balakati, Satya- 
bhamapur, Baliantha, Telangapeth, Kazipatana and 
Cuttack. 

The party used to start at 5 o’clock. Rising at 
3 o’clock Gandhiji used to finish his daily rounds. 
and thef attended to his pending correspondence. 
After prayer and breakfast, Gandhiji started out with. 
a staff in his hand. If any members of the party 
were ever late at their breakfast they hurried to 
finish it quickly and got themselves ready to ac- 
company him. One or two workers followed in the 
bullock-cart. No fruit was procured from outside. 
Fortunately there was a good mango crop in Orissa 
in that particular year and this was the main food 
of Gandhiji during the march. Cocoanuts were also 
abundantly available in that area. So Gandhiji was 
drinking green cocoanut water freely. Goat’s milk 
had to be collected from different places. Solid Khoa 
made from condensed goat’s milk was kept in stock 
against the contingency of fresh milk being not avail- 
able on any day. The main items of breakfast were 
chuda, molasses, cocoanut and curd—items easily 
available in rural areas. Items for lunch and dinner 
were rice, dal and curry, and chafpalt when wheat 
flour was available. 

When Gandhiji reached the next halting place, 
people collected there in large numbers and a public 
meeting was held there immediately after his arrival. 
Since villagers do not have ‘a correct sense of time 
many people arrived late and as a result another 
meeting had generally to be held at 10 o’clock in the 
morning. If there happened to be any Harijan bustee 
nearby Gandhiji visited it. If the &ustee was situated 
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in an out-of-the-way place, other workers, specially 
lady-workers, were ‘sent there. They collected neces- 
sary information regarding the colony and submitted 
a report to Gandhiji. Some other workers were sent 
on village sanitation work. After lunch, Gandhiji took 
some rest. After rest he held discussions with local 
workers if any had gathered by the time. Otherwise 
he kept himself busy attending to his correspondence. 
After dinner early in the evening the party started for 
the next camp by nine-thirty. If prayer-time was not 
over by the time the party reached the halting place, 
prayer was held there. Otherwise it was performed 
on the way. The public meetings which were held 
in the evening were generally largely attended. After 
the meeting Gandhiji asked for contributions to the 
Harijan Fund. Volunteers went round collecting 
moncy. Some people made it a point to handover 
their contributions to Gandhiji personally. As a 
result of this there used to be a terrific rush near the 
dais. Gandhiji accepted contributions with out- 
stretched hands. At some places collections were made 
beforehand and presented to Gandhiji at the 
meeting. 


By the time Gandhiji reached a particular village, 
thousands of people gathered there to receive him. 
Long before his arrival a huge crowd from the adjoin- 
ing villages would gather there. He was always ac- 
companied by two to three hundred people while on 
march. The dust raised by them filled the air. Had 
an appeal not been issued previously requesting the 
people not to accompany him in large numbers they 
might have made it impossible for Gandhiji to con- 
tinue his tour. 
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At each and every meeting Gandhijji called upon 
the people to give up inequality and untouchability. 
He exhorted them to start spinning by giving up idle- 
ness and to safeguard health and wealth by giving up 
intoxicants. He spoke in Hindi which was translated 
by another person into Oriya. If the people were 
disorderly, Gandhiji requested them at the beginning 
of his speech to maintain silence. Our people, specially 
the volunteers created more noise by shouting ‘keep 
quiet’ and ‘sit down’ at others. That was why in 
every meeting Gandhiji asked people not to try to 
silence others but to observe silence themselves. 
Gandhiji’s advice acted like magic in silencing the 
people. This was the day to day programme of 
Gandhiji during the foot march. 


(7) 


Many interesting incidents took place during this 
foot march. It will be possible to narrate but a few 
of the incidents here. It was on the day the party 
was to reach Sakhigopal. The night halt was at 
Chandanpur. It was arranged that the party would 
stay at Gopabandhu Seva Sadan at Kadua in the morn- 
ing. Many weavers came from places like Banamali- 
pur to have a darshan of Gandhiji. They wanted to 
put forth their grievances before him. On the way an 
old weaver handed over to Gandhiji a sheet of paper 
containing their gricvances. When Gandhiji came to 
know that he was a weaver and he had come all the 
way to place their grievances before him, he asked 
him to accompany him and started talking to him 
resting a hand on the weaver’s shoulder. Gandhijji 
used to talk on the way and he asked people with 
whom he had to discuss things to come along on the 
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march. Previous engagements were made for such 
discussions. If the person meeting him happened to 
be a close acquaintance, he rested a hand over his 
shoulder. After hearing everything from the old 
weaver he asked him to meet him at Kadua for further 
talks. 

Gandhiji had a soft corner for the weavers. He 
himself used to weave on a loom in his Ashram. At 
first he was using mill yarn. But he realized very soon 
that mill yarn would not help the weavers; rather it 
would spell disaster for the handloom industry. Only 
a Khadi movement would save handloom industry, 
because mill-woven cloth will always be cheaper than 
cloth woven by hand from mill yarn. The weavers 
would not be able to survive if only they depended 
upon hand-spun yarn. Sale of Khadi did not depend 
on its price. Khadi had got a special place. Realis- 
ing the fact Gandhiji concentrated on organizing spin- 
ning wheel on a large scale to replace mill-produced 
yarn once upon a time. Handloom weavers were the 
real propagandists of Khadi yarn. The weaver him- 
self used to purchase yarn from the spinners and 
after weaving it was selling it in the market. Like 
the present Khadi workers, the weavers were testing 
the yarn and pointing out the defects to the spinners. 
The weavers themselves were purchasing yarn. Even 
now in some places all the members of weavers’ 
family spin and after weaving the yarn sell it in the 
market. Gandhiji explained all these facts to the 
weavers. 

The Gopabandhu Seva Sadan at Kadua, houses 
a Khad;i institution. The late Utkalmani was organiz- 
ing spinning in the famine-affected areas and as a 
result of this the unemployed people of the area were 
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getting some livelihood during period of flood and 
drought. After his death some other institutions in 
consultation with Gandhiji organized this body to con- 
tinue to work. Gandhiji has got one of his repre- 
sentatives in this trust. This institution is named the 
“Gopabandhu Daridranarayana Seva Sangh” and 
its headqyarters are at Kadua Ashram. Gandhiji had 
a talk with Khadi workers of the centre. He asked 
them to take care of the weavers. There was a Harijan 
school at Kadua. Gandhiji stayed in this school. 

On that very morning while shaving, Gandhiji’s 
attention was drawn to a new aluminium jug. 
Suddenly he sent for the writer and said “‘Please find 
out when this jug was purchased. “Has it been pur- 
chased in connection with my foot-march?” he inqui- 
red when he came to know that it had not been so 
purchased but had been donated by some one much 
earlier, he felt relieved and said, “I have said again 
and again that no extra expenditure should be in- 
‘curred by anybody for the foot-march. They should 
manage with whatever they have got.” 

During the initial stage while speaking at the 
public meeting, he emphasized the need of people’s 
learning Hindi. He himself was watching as to 
whether his Hindi was being correctly translated into 
Oriya. If he felt that the Oriya equivalent of a Hindi 
word was not appropriate, Gandhiji repeated that 
Hindi word along with some other equivalent words 
in Hindi so that the people might understand him 
properly. Since he was hearing Oriya translations of 
his speeches every day he was soon able to under- 
‘stand Oriya fairly well and was able to point out 
defects in the translation. At some places he even 
wsed to suggest changes in the form of translation. 


45 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
é 1 é 


One night when all were preparing to sleep 
under the open sky, Gandhiji wanted to sleep at a 
spot that was only 15 to 20 feet away from a hedge 
overgrown with weeds and wild bushes. Some of the 
local volunteers said, “‘There is the danger that a 
snake or some other poisonous thing may come out of 
the bush at night time. It would be better to move 
the bedding to some other place.” Gandhiji said, 
“But what would 1 do if a snake came to the other 
place and bit me’”’ and burst into uproarious laughter 
and did not change the position of his bed. He was 
not in the habit of doing anything without considering 
its pros and cons and as a result he was able to reply 
promptly to every question. Those who requested 
Gandhiji not to sleep near the bushes did not know 
that fear was foreign to Gandhiji. He was never 
afraid of snakes. Gandhiji never killed snakes which 
abounded in his ashram. Sometimes snakes crawled 
over his body but he never moved. His colleagues 
had discussed this snake problem with him. He had 
said, “I have never prohibited anybody from killing a 
snake, but I will not kill one myself.” In his auto- 
biography he has said, ““‘I never got any snake killed 
nor has one ever bitten anybody in the ashram.” 

The Brahmins of Bir Purushottampur Sashan* 
enthusiastically presented him with an address of 

*According to history there were no good Brahmins in 
Orissa and so several centuries ago, the then king of Orissa 
brought ten thousand families of good Brahmins, well conversant 
with the Shastras from Kanauj and settled them in villages, 
in 15-mile radius of Puri Town. Those villages are known as 
“Sashans’’ and some families were settled in cach and every 
Sashan with land, temple of God and Goddess as well as people 
of other castes to serve them. Each and every Sashanis named 
after the Rajas of Puri who were the rulers of Orissa, such as 
“Bir Govindpur”, “Bir Purushottampur”, etc. 
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welcome and a purse. Though those Brahmins were 
in favour of the eradication of untouchability yet, they 
did not have the courage to work openly for it. 


Gandhiji explained to them the true duty of the 
Brahmins when he came to know of this. He said, 


e “According to the Shastras, Brahmins were 
expected to spend themselves in the service of 
religion by tapas, social service and the quest of 
Brahma or truth. It was a pity that modern 
Brahmins not only paid no attention to the duties 
which had been laid upon them and did not 
serve religion, but followed all manner of pro- 
fessions to enrich themselves. A true Brahmin 
should be the very image of humility, and not 
be proud of his knowledge or wisdom. A Brahmin 
would cease to be a Brahmin if he considered 
himself superior to others, as it was his duty to 
teach people to look upon a Brahmin and a 
Bhangi with an equal eye. Again, a Brahmin 
was hardly worth the name, if he did not have 
the courage of his own convictions. We must 
fear the Lord and none else. Cowardice was 
incompatible with divine wisdom. 

It would not do to say that sinful people 
could not be allowed to enter temples. Temples 
were like spiritual hospitals and the sinful, who 
were spiritually diseased, had the first right to be 
ministered unto by them. Temples were for 
sinners, not for saints. And who was to judge 
where no man was without sin? They declared 
every day in their prayers: qs? qqasmiga (I am 
sinful, I am a doer of sinful deeds). So, if the 
temples were intended only for the sinless, they 
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would have to bar their doors in the face of all 
mankind.” 


(8) 

Workers of different provinces came to observe 
the foot-march in Utkal. First to come was Shri Satish 
Chandra Das Gupta of Bengal, who was in charge 
of the Harijan movement there. Satish Babu joined 
the party at Danda Mukundapur. He easily agreed 
to the proposal that Gandhiji should extend his foot 
march in Utkal instead of touring in Bengal. The 
above decision was conveyed telegraphically to one 
or two persons. Replies were received from them at 
Pipili while the public meeting was in progress. The 
workers of Bengal had readily agreed to the cancella- 
tion of Gandhiji’s programme in Bengal. The work- 
ers of Utkal were overwhelmed with joy to know of 
the extension of Gandhiji’s foot-march in the pro- 
vince. A programme for the extended tour was 
‘chalked out at Pipili. The Congress Working Com- 
mittee was meeting at Patna and Gandhiji was to go 
there from Cuttack to attend it. Owing to this he 
was expected to be absent from Utkal for five to 
seven days, and it was decided that he would come 
back straightaway to Utkal from Patna. 

During the foot-march Gandhiji’s daily programme 
was going on strictly in accordance with the schedule. 
He was discussing flood problem of Utkal with the 
workers of the Province. Shri Vishweshwariya was a 
famous Engineer having great experience regarding 
dams, bridges, anicuts etc. Gandhiji suggested that 
Vishweshwariya be invited to Orissa to study the flood 
problem and he also wrote a letter to him. Gandhiji 
was so much worried by this problem that once at 
Pipili he sent for the writer at 3 o’clock in the night 
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and discussed the problem with him in detail. This 
letter to Shri Vishweshwariya bore fruits subsequently. 
When the Congress Ministry was in power in Orissa 
in 1937 one of the Ministers, Shri Nityanand Kanungo, 
the present Governor of Bihar, who was in charge of 
P.W.D., reminded Shri Vishweshwariya of Gandhiji’s 
letter an as a result the latter kindly agreed to come 
to Orissa. He was in Orissa for 10 to 12 days 
during one of the annual floods. He made extensive 
and intensive investigation of the problem by touring 
extensively. At that time Shri Vishweshwariya used to 
charge Rs. 10,000 per day as his consulting fee. But 
in this case he did not accept a single pie as consult- 
ing fees as he had undertaken the work at Gandhiji’s 
request. Yet he had generously given about twelve 
days to the province. Also he did not accept a single 
pie towards his travelling expenses. 

The rice cooked for the foot-marchers at Simla 
Chak had become surplus. This was preserved for 
later use by adding water to it. This preparation 
kept rice for several days without spoiling. Gandhiji 
was glad when he saw workers of Utkal taking the 
same. He commented, ‘‘See, how the people of poor 
Orissa make proper use of things” and he explained the 
workers of other provinces the value of this attitude. 

It had been decided that the foot-march would 
reach Balakati by the evening. The people of 
Bhubaneshwar had made a request that the foot- 
march should pass through their town. As it would 
not have been possible to reach Cuttack according to 
schedule if he had made a detour via Bhubaneshwar, 
the above request was not accepted. So, the 
people of Bhubaneshwar came to Balakati to have 
his darshan. A huge crowd assembled in the river 
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bed and it became difficult for Gandhiji to have an 
easy walk. Gandhiji was in a happy mood and was 
smiling at seeing the crowd and suddenly said, “‘Allow 
me to proceed. Let me go ahead through the crowd. 
You should follow me.” Saying this he suddenly 
plunged into the crowd. It was a strange sight to 
see that wherever he went the people made way for 
him. He reached the place of halt ahead of others. 

After Balakati he spent the day-time at Satya- 
bhamapur in a mango grove. It was the month of 
May which is the hottest season in Orissa. The 
mango grove was swarming with insects. When the 
people took rest under the trees, the insects pestered 
them. While Gandhiji was attending to his corres- 
pondence at midday, Mirabehn was fanning off the 
insects. In the course of this she remarked, ‘‘Bapu, 
the insects are coming from the trees to get relief from 
the rays of the sun.” Looking at them he quietly 
commented, ‘‘Yes, why should I be angry at them? 
Had God kept me in their place, I would have also 
behaved in the same way.” 

Gandhiji’s halt at Balianta was for a day and 
a half. The people of the locality had found quite a 
big statue of Lord Krishna carved out of black stone 
from the river bed. The people had kept the deity 
in a temporary thatched shed just near the place 
where Gandhiji was staying. The local workers 
desired that the deity should be installed in a temple 
the door of which should be thrown open to the 
Harijans. Gandhiji agreed to the proposal and per- 
formed the opening ceremony. In this connection 
Gandhiji opened out his feelings regarding the past 
and the present condition of the Hindu temples. The 
temple of his dream was to be the centre of all wel- 
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fare activities of the village folk. It should cater to 
the physical, mental and spiritual needs of the villag- 
ers. It should house the village school for children as 
well as the village library and the dispensary. The 
priest of the temple should be in charge of all these 
activities. He should be a teacher as well as a 
physician. Gandhijji called upon the Harijan Sevak 
Sangh to keep the above-mentioned principles in mind 
when opening any temple to Harijans. From Balianta 
Gandhiji sent an article regarding his foot-march for 
ublication in the Harijan. In appes ong to the 
arijan workers of other provinces, he wrote: 

“By train and car I would have covered prob- 
ably 750 miles and would have nominally seen 
150,000 people at least. On foot I have covered 
not more than 40 miles, the sixth day being my 
silence day, and come in touch with not less 
than 20,000 men and women. My innermost 
feeling is that the work done is in inverse ratio 
to that between the artificial locomotion and the 
natural. The contact during the past five days 
has been more real between the villagers and 
myself.” 

“The purpose of this note,” he said, “‘is to 
invite co-operation of the whole of India. It 
was no small thing for the Utkal leaders all of 
a sudden to disturb the programme. They had 
no hesitation, when the truth burst upon them, 
in sacrificing the pecuniary gain. I expect no 
difficulty from the other provinces. I must refuse 
to believe that they will fail to see the superior 
beauty of the walking tour over that of the train 
and motor travel.”* 

* Mahatma, Vol. 3, p. 333 
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Appealing to Harijan workers, he wrote, 

‘I expect the all-India workers to arrange 
simultaneous walking tours in their own pro- 
vinces for the purpose of delivering the message 
and even collecting coppers and silver pieces from 
the people by way of purses to be sent to me, 
as they would have given me if I had gone to 
them. There should be more intimate touch 
established between the workers and Harijans 
and friendlier approach to the Sanatanists. There 
should be a more real appreciation of the diffi- 
culties and disabilities of the Harijans in the 
villages visited. There should be more temples 
opened, more Harijan children brought to public 
schools. Let the workers and the villagers be- 
lieve that, inasmuch as I am walking to the 
Utkal villages, I am walking to theirs also. If 
mine is a spiritual act, it should have that 
value, the people should feel impelled to intensify 
their effort on behalf of the Harijan cause. This 
pilgrimage on foot should result in the discovery 
of more workers and the increasing dedication of 
the existing ones.”* 


(9) 

If Gandhiji had got anything for discussion with 
any worker, he allotted time for it either during the 
day or during the walk. But he also met people 
before he went to bed. At that time he sent for his 
intimate friends and spoke to them. He got his 
legs massaged with oil, while doing so. During the 
night halt at Telanga-penth, he discussed with some 
people the problem of education of Congress workers’ 


#* Mahatma, Vol. 3, p. 205 
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children. He advised, “‘The present system of education 
is of no use. The best education can only be provid- 
ed by the parents. When parents are unable to take 
charge of their children’s education, some other 
arrangement should be made for it in every province. 
To meet such eventualities it will be better to place 
one Congress worker in charge of the education of 
such children.” Lastly he declared with much em- 
phasis, “The man who desires to serve the people 
should not expect to enjoy greater facilities than the 
poor he aspires to serve. What right have the social 
workers got to impart to their children that educa- 
tion which the poor people cannot afford for theirs?” 

Gandhiji was getting more and more gratified as 
the march progressed day by day. Because he be- 
came deeply engrossed in seeing people’s condition with 
his own eyes and speaking to them in person. He 
was not caring for inconveniences and difficulties. He 
could see the enthusiasm that animated the people 
and the awakening that had come among them with 
a view to channelize this in the right direction. One 
day he told some of the workers quietly, ‘‘If the village 
workers of the areas through which I am passing be- 
come a bit more active, these places will produce 


gold and then the condition of Utkal will undergo a 
complete change.” 


During Gandhiji’s foot-march, people were pre- 
senting him with beautiful things made by themselves. 
Even Harijans were presenting beautiful fans and mats 
made of bamboo. Gandhiji preserved these things 
carefully and auctioned them regularly at intervals. 
He was very fond of this task and people were so 
eager to acquire these things that had been touched 
by Gandhijji that at times they would not hesitate 
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to get them at a price hundred times more than the 
market value. The sale proceeds were being credited 
to the Harijan Fund. Throughout his life he was used 
to auctioning the articles presented to him. He had 
created a fund out of the money received by auction- 
ing the articles received by him as presents ,in South 
Africa. The trick of raising funds was well known 
to him. He had a wonderful knack of getting orna- 
ments as contributions from women. Whenever he 
addressed women he laid emphasis on giving up orna- 
ments as well as the Purdah system. He was sure to 
get some ornaments from the ladies who came to 
have his Darshan. At Kazipatana he got a pair of 
gold bangles from a little girl in exchange of an 
address of welcome. 

An address of welcome was presented to him on 
behalf of four villages at Kazipatana. The address 
contained an observation that Gandhiji had proved 
that the East and the West could never meet. Reply- 
ing to this he said, “If this were true of him, it would 
be a matter, not of praise, but of reproach.” He 
was a follower of Advaita or the theory of oneness of 
all. East and West, South and North were all one to 
him. How could he scorn opponent of untouchability 
in every shape and form, dare to make an untouchable 
of the West? What he had really said was that it 
would be suicidal for them to imitate Western, or 
properly speaking, modern civilization, which they 
called Western because it came from the West. Modern 
civilization stood for indulgence, while ancient or 
Eastern civilization attached great importance to self- 
denial and self-restraint. It was, therefore, a conflict, 
not of East and West, but of two widely divergent 
philosophies of life. Untouchability was the worst 
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form of exclusiveness. The Harijan movement was 
really only the first step in his programme of breaking 
down all barriers whatever which divided man 
from man. 


Sanatani friends were carrying on a vigorous pro- 
paganda against Gandhiji and a person named Pandit 
Lalnath was following Gandhiji during this tour. 
The day on which Gandhiji was camping at Kazipatna 
there was a proposal to have a public meeting on the 
sands of the river Katjori. Pandit Lalnath and a 
group of eight or ten persons had carried out a black 
flag demonstration against Gandhiji in the town of 
Cuttack. He reached the place of the meeting in 
the evening at the same time as Gandhiji. The at- 
tendance at the meeting had exceeded all expectations. 
People became a bit excited on seeing Pt. Lalnath 
there. A bit of disturbance was created at a short 
distance from the meeting. As soon as Gandhiji heard 
about it, he said, ‘‘Please allow Pandit Lalnath to 
come to me. Nobody should misbehave with him. 
If he has got anything to say, he should be allowed 
to say it here and all of us should give him a patient 
hearing.” People became quiet on hearing Gandhiji’s 
appeal. Pt. Lalnath addressed a few words to the 
gathering. Gandhiji never wanted to suppress the 
views of those who were against him. He held the 
views that the people should be allowed to hear both 
sides and think for themselves and accept whichever 
point of view they considered to be right. He be- 
lieved that truth was bound to appeal to the people. 


It was decided that Gandhiji would leave for 
Patna by the evening train after the Cuttack meeting. 
Before leaving for the railway station he was to 
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address a ladies’ meeting at a public hall known as the 
Shri Ramchandra Bhavan. So, from the public meet- 
ing he went to the ladies’ meeting. In spite of its 
being a ladies’ meeting there was a great rush of men- 
folk outside the hall. The people would have followed 
him and there would have been a great rush if 
Gandhiji had tried to leave the meeting by “he front 
door. The organizers werein a fix. The situation was 
saved by Gandhiji agreeing to visit the Home Indus- 
try Institution organized by Bhikhari Babu. Taking 
advantage of this, Gandhiji was taken to the station 
by the back-door of Bhikhari Babu’s house. To 
avoid rush, only two or three workers accompanied 
him with a lantern. 

It was decided that after his return from Patna 
Gandhiji would continue his foot-march in Cuttack and 
Balasore districts. He was to visit Govinda Babu’s 
Ashram at Champapur. That was why it was decid- 
ed that he would detrain at the Byree Railway Station 
and proceed to Champapur. From there he would 
go to Indupur by following the road to Kendrapara. 
At Indupur he would cross the Brahmani river and 
continue the march via Bari, Jajpur and Bhadrak to 
Balasore where he was to conclude the march. This 
route was fixed in a general way when he was seen 
off at Cuttack station. 


(10) 


The train by which he travelled had no stoppage 
at this station. So, with previous arrangement with 
the railway authorities it was stopped there on that 
day for Gandhiji’s convenience. After detraining he 
generally checks whether his luggage is in order or 
not and after satisfying himself he makes it a point 
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to enquire as to who will be in charge of the same. 
He never leaves his luggage, without making sure 
of this. But this was his day of silence, so he signed 
for somebody to take charge of the luggage and wait- 
ed to see that it was properly loaded in the cart. He 
started his march only after the loading was complete. 


Thé rest of the programme was finalized after he 
reached the Champapur Ashram. Previously a ten- 
tative programme had been drawn up. Thakkar 
Bapa could not accompany him this time and Shri 
Malkani, Assistant Secretary of the Harijan Sevak 
Sangh came instead. Malkani was new to Orissa, 
so Gandhiji finalized the details of the programme 
after checking road maps. The tentative programme 
called rather long marches of about six miles at a 
time, i.e., twelve miles a day, on two or three occa- 
sions. The persons who drew up the programme was 
mildly rebuked for this by Gandhiji who said: “This 
body has to be carried to the last. Will it not break 
down on the way unless it is carried cautiously?” After 
a thorough discussion, the programme was redrawn 
and halting places were fixed afresh so that he was to 
walk a total of only 8 or 9 miles in a day. 


Gandhiji enquired in detail about the Champa- 
pur Ashram, how it was being run, the ways in which 
it was serving the people, etc. He was pleased by the 
replies he got. That day at the public meeting he 
discussed the defects that are to be generally found in 
the running of this type of Ashrams and the remedies 
to these. Afterwards he wrote about this in the 
Harijan where he said: 


“A servant of the village should neither try 
to be a doctor himself nor try to establish a dis- 
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pensary in the village. This is a kind of temp- 
tation from which the village worker should free 
himself. During my Harijan tour I came across 
a village where one worker was carrying on this 
type of work. He ought to have understood all 
these points well. But he has built a big pucca 
building in which he has opened a dispensary. 
He distributes medicines to the people of the 
nearby village and volunteers are engaged in this 
work. He told me with pride that according to 
the register about a thousand to twelve hundred 
patients were treated every month. In view of 
this I had to criticize the whole affair very sharply. 
I frankly told the worker that this was not the 
proper way to work in a village. The main duty 
of the village workers was to teach villagers to 
lead a clean life so that there would not be any 
disease in the first place. It was no responsibi- 
lity of the workers to cure diseases. I advised 
him to leave this palatial buildings, hand-over the 
same to the District Board on rent and live in a 
small cottage thatched. It will be enough to 
stock a few simple medicines like quinine, iodine, 
castor oil, etc. It ought to be enough if the 
people kept themselves clean. The workers 
should help the village people to understand 
this.” 


Gandhiji reached Lakhanpur carly next morning 
having left Champapur that evening and spent the 
night at Bherda. Wherever there was a Harijan 
bustee near his camp, he made it a point to go 
there, have a look at the interior of their huts and 
talk to them. He very often invited them to take 
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‘ood with him. It is interesting to note that before 
extending such an invitation he made it a point to 
seek the permission of the local workers. He would 
ask, ‘‘May I invite some Harijan friends to have 
incals with me?” The point was that since he him- 
self was gtaying as the guest of the villagers concerned 
how would he invite other people without the per- 
mission of his hosts? He used to be present at the 
time of the dinner and supervize the service of food 
etc. Gandhiji was very much interested in noticing 
their mode of eating and the standard of cleanliness 
that they were maintaining. It was a matter of 
surprise that in spite of their abject poverty the 
Harijans were able to maintain an appreciable level 
of culture and cleanliness. 


Some European friends, both men and women 
came to meet Gandhiji during this foot-march. Gandhiji 
used to meet them when he was on the road. Among 
them there was a social worker who belonged to 
Switzerland and was a pacifist. He had dedicated 
his whole life to the service of the people and had 
formed a small group whose members were devoted 
to the service of people in distress. This group con- 
sisted of members of different nationalities. Their 
aim was to foster friendliness among different nations 
and to work for the establishment of peace so that 
there would be no more war in the world. His 
name was Pierre Ceresole. He was an engineer. 
He had come to India to work among the people 
affected by the recent earthquake in Bihar. 


Along with inviting Harijans for dinner, he asked 
the lady workers accompanying him to go to the 
Harijan colonies, get their children bathed, teach them, 
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cleanliness, prayers, etc. He used to distribute to 
the Harijans fruits and other eatables he received 
as presents from distant places. 


Leaving Lekhanpur in the evening, he halted for 
the night at the residence of the late Madhu Babu 
at Satyabhamapur. The next morning he“ left for 
Bahukud. While going through the village road it 
was noticed that people had made the road dirty by 
defecating on its sides so that one had to be on the 
jump all the time to avoid the mess. He referred to 
this at the meeting held on that day. “Today I had 
the darshan ‘of untouchability face to face”, Gandhiji 
started his speech on this note. In regard to 
village sanitation he referred to the experiences of 
his Utkal town in an article he wrote for his journal. 
He said, 


“If the village workers consider themselves 
to be scavengers and clean the village every day 
and at the same time go on this work themselves, 
then a day will come when the villagers are 
bound to take up the work. The village workers 
should notc that if they take up this work, the 
villagers are bound to join them sooner or later. 
I had this experience in South Africa and Cham- 
paran as well as during the foot-march which I 
undertook last year in Utkal.” 


Gandhiji was to have a shave on the day on which 
he reached Bahukud. The village barber was sent for. 
When informed that the barber had come, Gandhiji 
said, “I am also ready for the shave”, The barber 
turned out to be a woman. Laughingly Gandhiji said, 
“Oh well, you will shave me!” The woman barber 
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also replied laughingly and started sharpening her 
razor. While being shaved Gandhiji noticed the 
ornaments she was wearing. In spite of her being 
poor, she had a number of ornaments on her, glass- 
Silver bangles as well as a golden ornament on her 
nose, Gandhiji said: ‘What are these rotten things? 
Do you®think you look more beautiful by wearing 
these things?” Actually they were rotten and on the 
body they became centres for collecting dirt. The 
poor woman became pale. “I have borrowed these 
ornaments from somebody just for this auspicious 
occasion” and she explained, ‘‘How could I have come 
to you without putting on a little ornament?” 


Gandhiji argued with her. She also heard him 
patiently. She laughed a little but kept silent. She 
went away and shaved two other friends. Whatever 
wages were paid to her for her work she presented to 
Gandhiji and went away. 


During these days a socialist from Bombay named 
Shri Masani (Shri M. R. Masani of Swatantra Party, 
who was a socialist in those days) came to meet 
Gandhiji. At this time a great wave of Socialism 
was spreading throughout India. Since this new 
thought came from the west, it attracted a lot of 
people in this country. But this new socialist ideo- 
logy could not take any roots in the Congress Organi- 
zation as Gandhiji did not agree with it. He had 
issued a statement on the 17th September of that 
year from Wardha in which he had set forth his 
views regarding socialism in detail. He had explain- 
ed how he had fundamental differences of opinion with 
the educated people in the Congress, how he was 
going in a direction opposite to that which they were 
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following. Referring to socialism he said, ‘I welcome 
the socialist group that has come into existence. The 
group includes a number of respected colleagues who 
have sacrifices to their credit. They have set forth 
their programme in their manifesto. I have got 
fundamental differences with the programme that nas 
been published. But I do not want to use muy moral 
influence to obstruct the propagation of their views. 
Some of these ideas do not appeal to me at all. 
Yet, I do not want to interfere in their unrestricted 
publicity and propaganda. Those ideas may possibly 
appeal to a majority of Congressmen. In that case, 
it will be difficult for me to remain in the Congress 
because I cannot oppose those thoughts by remaining 
inside the organization. I cannot think of such a 
situation. Throughout my life, I have been con- 
nected with a lot of organizations through which I 
have served the people. But I can never think of 
belonging to an organization the majority of which is 
opposed to my way of thinking.” 


(11) 

The next halt after Bahukud was Sisua. Here 
Gandhiji stayed in the Dak Bungalow which was 
situated on the road-side. He slept on the terrace 
of the bungalow. At the public meeting he said, “If 
we consider God to be all powerful and omnipresent, 
then we should consider ourselves to be untouch- 
ables because a real devotee considers himself to be 
the humblest of all. It is well known to him that 
a human being has a lot of vices such as anger, at- 
tachment, etc. which he can get rid of only through 
God’s grace. So I request you to forget untouchability 
and not to consider anybody low.” 
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Hundreds of people came to his halting places 
from distant villages just to have a glimpse of 
Gandhiji and to hear his voice and as a result had to 
go without food for half a day or so. These people 
also wasted a lot of their time hanging about Gandhiji’s 
camp This thing was troubling Gandhiji very much 
and he Was referring to this matter at each and every 
meeting. In the course of speech at a meeting he said, 
“If ve are to get rid of idleness and give account of 
each and every moment to God, we must have to 
give up luxurious living and intoxicating drugs.” He 
discussed this problem with his co-workers, if these 
people could be provided with some sort of work and 
whether any such arrangement could be made 
during this march. He suggested the idea of making 
them to spin cotton but cotton was not available in 
this area. Then he suggested cleaning of cotton by hand 
and making hemp out of the same and also teaching 
of spinning. At the Bhagwatpur meeting he himself 
got cotton and showed the people how to separate 
seeds from the fibres by hand. This meeting was 
attended by a number of women. In the course of 
his speech, he said, ‘‘God had declared that He is en- 
gaged unceasingly in running this world for the bene- 
fit of his creatures. What kind of thing it would be 
if ive do not work even for an hour?” He also said, 
“anyone who does not participate in the cycle of 
Yajna (Sacrificial work) started by him is a thief”, 
During this period he sent an article to the ‘“Harijan”, 
in course of which he said: “I am touring the villages 
of Utkal as a result of which I am coming into close 
contact with the people. I am explaining to them 
what I have to say. I can clearly say that the people 
will be immensely benefited by taking up spinning. 
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Today the villagers are suffering from acute idleness. 
This is a pitiable sight. I see hundreds of people 
loitering around me throughout the day without any 
work. Their economic condition is in no way good. 
Their food is poor in quality. Ghee and milk are 
things they cannot conceive of. Rice and < are 
more than enough for them. If a drop ‘of oil is 
added to the dal, it is more than sufficient. They do 
not seem to have any desire or vision in themselves. 
Yet, in spite of all this their lives seem to be invested 
with a certain level of culture. But what is the 
meaning of having culture only? If they remain 
unemployed and spend their time in idleness without 
engaging in any fruitful activities, this culture will not 
fill their stomachs. After seeing all these, I have 
become stronger in my conviction that the spinning 
wheel is the only means which can provide work to 
crores of such people.” 


Gandhiji used to warn the co-workers accompany- 
ing the march to be careful of their health. A bul- 
lock cart was provided to carry any body who fell 
ill. Gandhiji himself was very particular about this. 
He had been seen removing thorns from the feet of 
co-marchers. He claimed with a laugh that he was an 
expert in this. Gandhiji was always solicitous about 
his colleagues’ health. He asked such of his colleagues 
who might be ill to stay in this Ashram for treatment 
and allowed them to go out only after they were fully 
cured. 

He reached Kendrapara on the day of his silence. 
With the progress of foot march Gandhiji was coming 
into closer contact with the workers of Utkal and 
2xpressing a desire for closer acquaintance with them. 
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Gandhiji auctioning presents at Kazipatna 


This he cultivated while walking. He enquired in 
detail about each and every worker of Utkal—when 
he joined the movement, what was he doing before 
that, the nature of his present activities, and so on. 
so, he met the workers in groups from time to time 
ଏ to resolve their doubts. While explaining 
the caust of untouchability at a meeting he said: 
“The number of Gods in the world is not 10, 20, 25, 
or 1000. There is only one God who is guiding this 
world cycle. Not a single leaf moves unless He wills 
it. How can there be feelings of high and low, touch- 
able and untouchable in His creation?” , . . Again he 
said at a ladies’ meeting, “‘I request the elder sisters to 
give up putting on ornaments. A great deal of 
work is expected of our sisters. If they put on 
heavy ornaments, how can they be expected to do 
any work?” (29-5-°34). 


(12) 


From Kendrapara he went to Barimul and after 
halting at Indupur and crossing the rivers Birupa and 
Brahmini at their confluence he entered the flood- 
affected areas of Jajpur. At a place, a few miles. from 
Anyasipur, which was one of the halting places, he 
met some people who had come from far off places 
like Kalyanpur, etc. Since the condition of local 
Harijans was described very vividly in the address of 
welcome that was presented there, Gandhiji called it 
an ideal one and had it published in the Harijan. 


The level reached by the water at the time of 
high floods had been marked on some trees on the 
road side by the local people. Gandhiji was surprised 
to see that at some places the marks were a foot or 
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so above a man’s height and he could easily imagine 
the plight of the people living in this flooded area. 

During his stay at Bari, Gandhiji expressed a 
desire to be acquainted with Oriya alphabets and he 
started learning it with the help of lady worker acco- 
mpanying the march. 

After spending the next night at Sahdspur he 
reached Baruan Purshottampur the next morning. 
Acharya Harihar Das had just been released from 
jail and he came straight to this place to join the foot- 
march. Gandhiji was very happy to see him. Rama 
Devi had been accompanying the march from the 
beginning. But her mother died of small pox at 
this time and in consequence of which she had to be 
away for some days. She also re-joined the march 
at Purshottampur. Seeing that Rama Devi was a 
bit depressed due to her mother’s death, Gandhiji con- 
soled her by saying ‘‘Why should one shed tears for 
this. After all it was a question of sooner or later. 
Every one will have to go that way. Then again, 
how can a person find time to cry if she considers 
herself to be a public worker? Why should she waste 
her time by crying? She had dedicated her every 


minute for the service of others. How could she 
expect to have control over her time? 


The next halt after Baruan was Jajpur and there 
the party had to spend a night on the bank of the 
Burdha river. On some previous evenings overcast 
skies and high winds had given warning of the im- 
pending arrival of the rainy season. This day there 
was a very heavy downpour just after the party 
reached the halting place on the bank of the Burdha 
river. Some tarpaulins that were with us were used 
‘or covering the luggage. But there was no shelter 
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available for the members of the party. Gandhiji 
and the women workers took shelter in a small shop 
situated nearby. Others had to take shelter under 
an improvised shed constructed of three or four 
ar-~ttings made of palm leaves and bamboos. Gandhiji 
came eat twice during the night to see for himself 
how the “others were faring. 

At Jajpur, the party camped on the bank of the 
Baitarani river. An address of welcome was presented 
at the public meeting here. It was presented on a 
beautiful sandal-wood box made by Shri Dhaneshwar 
Maharana, a local artist. This box was auctioned by 
Gandhiji at this public meeting. Some Oriya friends. 
tried to bid at the auction with the hope of keeping 
that beautiful box in Orissa. But a gentleman be- 
longing to the Birla family of Calcutta got it for five 
hundred rupees. 

While speaking at Jaipur on 2-6-34, Gandhiji 
said: 

“I have said several times that though the 
images of deities may be inside the temples, the 
actual consecration may be said not to have taken 
place if Harijans are not allowed inside. God 
is known to us a “‘Patitpavana” and ‘“‘Daridra- 
narayana”. He has got thousands of such ad- 
jectives from which we come to know that He 
belongs neither to one person nor to one caste. 
God belongs to all.” 


(13) 
As a result of rain the roads had become full of 
mud. After Jajpur there was another shower at 


Manjuri. Since this was a flooded area and the 
soil was sticky the road became too much muddy. 
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This place was on the border of the Balasore district, 
At Bhandaripokhari in the Balasore district the party 
stayed in a garden. Shri Ghanshyamdas Birla, Presi- 
dent of the Harijan Sevak Sangh and one of the 
millionaires of India came here to visit the font 
march. 


The next halt of Gandhiji after Bhandaripokhari 
was at Toranga. Since it was a day of silence, he 
had to stay there for a day and a half. There also 
we had another very good shower of rain. Here 
Gandhiji gathered everybody round him and said: 


“This is a sign frଇom God. Foot-march will 
no longer be possible. We must have to conclude 
it. I had also indicated before this that the 
march would have to end when the rains com- 
menced.” 


As a result of this the foot-march could not continue 
in the Balasore district. The Late Jivrambha®’s Ashram 
at Bhadrak was nearly 12 miles away from Toranga. 
Jivarambhai was alive at that time and he was en- 
gaged in constructive work. It was decided that these 
12 miles should be covered at one stretch. Naturally 
workers were anxious about the effect the strain 
might have on his health if Gandhiji walked twelve 
miles at a stretch. But he covered the twelve miles 
almost effortlessly. He just flew along so to say. 
He halted for a few minutes at the Barikpur crossing 
where he asked the party to take a little rest. On 
reaching Bhadrak, he immediately began attending to 
his routine without any sign of fatigue. ‘What is 
the source of this wonderful energy of yours?” some- 
body asked. “I get it from God”, he replied without 
a moment’s hesitation. 
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Just to get a change to have detailed discussion 
with the workers of the Balasore district, he stayed 
for 3 days at two places in Bhadrak. He spent some- 
time at Jivrambhai’s Ashram and some again at Shri 
gMahatab’s new house which was situated on the way 
to ti&rrailway station. He was very much pleased 
when he tame to know that Mahatab Babu’s wife was 


engaged in Khadi work and gave her some valuable 
advice about it. 


Gandhiji had taken up the Harijan Movement 
after suspending the Civil Dis-obedience Movement. 
Yet the mind of the Government was not at rest. 
‘They took it as a sort of trick or ruse which would 
ultimately result in a revolution. Probably the 
Government were issuing some secret instructions to 
the officials without expressing their apprehension 
openly. Possibly the officers in Cuttack and Puri 
were watchful without letting anyone know about 
their precautionary moves. However the local officers 
at Bhadrak became a bit more active. The Sub- 
Divisional Officer himself was shadowing Gandhiji 
from Manjuri. It was rumoured that the officials 
were putting lots of pressure on the people to dissuade 
them from coming to hear Gandhiji. This thing was 
seen at Bhadrak in all its nakedness. It was seen that 
the officer himself was loitering around Jivrambhai’s 
Ashram. He also issued an order that no public 
meeting could be held without permission from the 
police. But all those efforts had no effect. The 
meeting was held within the compound of the Ashram 
and since Gandhijji stayed at Bhadrak for a longer 
period, people got a lot of opportunity to see and 
hear him and the number of those who availed of it 
was perhaps the largest of the whole tour. 
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Prominent Congressmen of Orissa gathered at 
Bhadrak. A lot of questions were asked by them to 
which Gandhiji had to reply. A group of Congress- 
men did not appreciate suspension of the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement by Gandhijji and his engagino- 
the country in Harijan work. Some thouggst that 
this was tantamount to an admission of failufe. When 
such a question was put to him, Gandhiji replied, 
“Suppose a general is leading an advancing army in 
a war, will it be said that he has been defeated if 
he takes a little time to cross a river or a mountain 
that comes in his way?” 

Gandhiji gave a call to the country to engage 
itself in constructive work. But workers could not 
understand clearly how it could have any effect on 
politics. Naturally workers came from different 
parts of the country to Gandhiji to seek clarification. 
Some prominent workers from Bengal came to Bhad- 
rak. Gandhiji expressed his views before them thus: 
“If a worker engages in constructive work with the 
faith that it is a part of the Congress programme, 
that it will further the freedom struggle and is an 
important part of that struggle, his activities will auto- 
matically lead to political awakening. If a lion 
chooses to stay silently among a flock of sheep, its 
fearlessness will inevitably be imbibed by the sheep.” 

(14) 

The substance of the message that Gandhiji gave 
to Harijan workers was as follows: 

“Those who have joined this pilgrimage must 
have noticed that real work lies in the villages. Most 
of the Harijans live in villages. Poverty among them 
is acute. So the Harijan Sevak Sangh should make it 
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a point to send their prominent workers to the villages. 
Of course the Sangh should not neglect its work in 
urban areas. Workers in villages should work in both 
ways, i.e. they should serve Harijans as well as non- 
Barijans. They should arrange for the education of 
botfi™gults and children among the Harijans, arrange 
to provide cléan drinking water for them, arrange to 
get temples opened to them, should do something to 
improve their economic condition and try to rid them 
of their vices. They should persuade the Harijans 
to give up drink and carrion and should get them to 
adopt healthy habits. On the other hand, they 
should be friendly with the touchables to such an 
extent as to be able to get adequate co-operation from 
them in this work among the Harijans. They should 
not use force under any circumstances, there must not 
be even a trace of it. The greatest thing is that the 
worker himself should have a clean personal life. 
This is most important. Those whose characters are 
not above suspicion and those who cannot resist temp- 
tation, should not engage in Harijan work, specially in 
villages.” 

The foot-march was concluded at Bladrak. 
Some workers of Orissa asked for a parting message. 
Gandhiji told them, “‘Stay in villages” and asked 
Rama Devi to establish an institution* in Orissa which 


Shri Gopabandhu Choudhury and Rama Devi subsequ- 
ently chose Bari in Jajpur Sub-Division of Cuttack District 
wherc they established an Ashram namely “‘Seva Ghar”. The 
main purpose of this Ashram was to keep children of workers 
and train them in various constructive works which continued 
up to 1942 when all prominent workers of the Ashram were 
behind jail, Police smashed it to the ground. During. the police 
operation a lot of valuable documents were lost. 
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could take care of children of workers as such a thing 
was greatly needed in Orissa and urged that it should 
be started as early as possible. 

His last message to the workers of Utkal which 
he gave at his final meeting with them was, ““‘The 
parting from you will be deeply felt by me. I wadaid 
certainly like to go from village to village with you, 
and if God wills, I shall again do the same. 1 ad- 
mire the way in which the volunteers have done their 
work!” This was a novel experience for them. It 
is not easy to control thousands and thousands of 
villagers. Because of their sense of devotion to the 
duty entrusted to them, everybody living under the 
open sky had become a matter of pleasure. ‘‘You have 
worked with extraordinary dedication and never com- 
plained that the burden of work was heavy. You 
have worked day and night to make a success of this 
foot-march and no doubtit has been successful beyond 
expectation. The capacity for organization that you 
have shown has not been small. God will bless you 
for your efforts. I request you to continue the work 
you have started in villages. 1 am leaving Utkal 
with sweet memorics of the days I spent with you.” 

He addressed the following words to the lady 
workers present at the meeting: 

“I have marvelled at the manner in which Shrimati 
Rama Devi and her girls have discharged them- 
selves during the tour, which, however, pleasant and 
easy it was, had undoubtedly its trials. But thesc ladies 
have not known what fatigue is. ‘There was a natural- 
ness about all they did which went to show that they 
had been trained to bear hardships and live simply. 
As soon as the party reached its destination, these 
ladies without any rest, immediately went out among 
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the Harijans and brought me written reports of what 
they had seen or done. They moved among the 
Harijans fearlessly and with the greatest freedom. I 
have had the privilege of mixing with tens of thous- 
ands of India’s women; I have seen them at work. 
But :nqwhere have I seen anything quite like what 
Shrimat Rama Devi and her little band have been 
found above to do so gracefully and so naturally. They 
have never needed or claimed any special privilege.” 


Right up to the border of Balasore people were 
gathering at each and every railway station to have 
Gandhiji’s Darshan. They were presenting him purses 
collected by them. Apart from that whenever Gandhiji 
was asking for contribution by stretching out his 
hand from the window of the train, people were 
gladly contributing whatever they had from pies to 
notes of high denomination, and they were considering 
themselves fortunate for having been able to do so. 
At the stations where the train had longer stops, 
Gandhiji would get down on the platform and address a 
word or two. The train halted at Balasore for one hour. 
People presented an address of welcome to Gandhiji 
at the meeting and a purse was also presented. 


Some Oriya workers accompanied him up to 
Kharagpur. They were in tears when they took 
leave of him, as memories of the sweet intimacy that 
had developed as a result of their spending so many 
days with him crowded into their minds. 


(15) 
Gandhij1’s relations with Utkal deepened gradually 
because of his emphasis on constructive work. The 
late Jivramji had contributed one lakh rupees to 
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Gandhi Seva Sangh for Khadi work in Utkal. The 
Gandhi Seva Sangh was reorganized at this time to 
give intensiveness to constructive work and branches 
were established in different provinces. As a result 
of this, an opportunity presented itself for the utiliza- 
tion of the Jivram Fund in Utkal. In accgpatice 
with the instructions of Gandhiji, a scheme w2# drawn 
up to start centres to promote self-sufficiency in Khadi. 
The workers were instructed that in addition to mak- 
ing the villagers self-sufficient in Khadi, they should 
also carry out research in regard to living wages to 
be paid to villagers. By that time, a scheme to increase 
the wages of spinners was taking shape in Gandlhiji’s 
mind. He held that equal wages ought to be paid 
for every kind of honest work and the amount should 
be adequate to meet the basic daily requirements of 
the wage-earners and to ensure this the minimum wage 
ought to be one anna per hour. The workers were 
advised to follow this socialistic principle and to 
determine standard outputs per hour in the different 
village industries by working at them themselves as 
well as by engaging others. 


Gandhiji’s heart was always in the villages. When- 
ever any discussion took place somehow or other it 
turned to village industries, rural development and 
so on, and he became completely absorbed in it. It 
was at Wardha, when he had not yet shifted to 
Sevagram. Any village worker who came to meet 
him could get an appointment easily and Gandhiji 
used to enquire in detail about every aspect of vil- 
lage life. He used to go every day for a morning 
walk and was usually accompanied by four or five 
Ashramites. He also asked persons who came from 


74 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


far and near to seek his advice to accompany him in 
this morning walk. While returning from the walk 
every one used to bring a piece of stone to the Ashram 
compound, as these were needed there for something 
or other. Gandhiji was thinking that if stones were 
colivatgd in this way during morning walk, in no time 
enough “stones would be collected for the purpose. 
Once he wrote that if the worker just looked around 
carefully while passing through villages he would be 
sure to find something useful to do or acquire some 
useful knowledge. Once two Oriya workers were 
accompanying him when this stone collection work 
was going on. One of them made a bundle of a 
larger number of stones in his chaddar and carried 
it on his shoulder instead of carrying two or three 
pieces in his bare hands. “‘Look at the rustic engenu- 
ity of the Oriyas”’, Gandhiji cried out as soon as he 
saw this, ‘‘this, earthy intelligence has exceeded ours.” 
This did not end there. Next morning he brought a 
thick towel himself and the others accompanying him 
also did likewise. As a result of this, a larger quantiy 
of stones was collected that day. It was in 1936. 
The All-India Village Industries Association had been 
founded at the Bombay session of the Indian National 
Congress. Consequently the responsibility of organiz- 
ing the Khadi and Village ‘Industries Exhibition 
which is usually held along with the annual session of 
the Congress was entrusted to the A.-I. Spinners’ Asso- 
ciation and this new body. Such an exhibition was 
held for the first time along with the Lucknow Session 
of the Congress. After the Bombay Session of the 
Congress, Gandhiji had kept himself completely aloof 
from Congress politics. He liad gone to Lucknow 
just to open the Exhibition. In the course of his 
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speech at the time of opening the Exhibition he said, 
“We have tried to convert this exhibition 

into a place of pilgrimage. We have tried to 
make it beautiful to please your eyes. Here we 
also have spiritual food for you, food that will 
purify your senses. Do you know. wffiy? 

Do you know Utkal? Artisans have come from 

that part of the country where poor people 

are nothing but skeletons suffering from 
hunger. By their own hands they have created 
these beautiful things out of horn, gold and 
silver. Go in to see those things, see how they 
are being manufactured. Their bodies have 
been reduced to nothing but skeletons from lack 
of nourishment. Yet they have been able to 
bring lifeless metal and -horn into life by creating 
life-like images out of these. What beautiful 
things have been made by a potter out of clay! 

I thought they must be very costly, but on en- 

quiry I came to know that they cost only a few 

pies a piece. A sister purchased a small idol of 

Krishna made of ivory. She was not worship- 

ping Sri Krishna before but after purchasing this 

idol shc has started doing so.” 

After the reorganization of the Gandhi Seva 
Sangh, annual conference of the Sangh became a 
regular feature. This conference used to continue for 
a week and Gandhiji used to be present for the 
whole period. Members of the Gandhi Seva Sangh 
from all over the country attended the Conference. 
Discussions centred round the application of truth 
and non-violence. The first session was held in the 
village Saoli in Madhya Pradesh. The next session was 
invited to Karnatak. This second session was held in the 
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village Hudli in Karnatak where the Ashram and centre 
of activity of Shri Gangadhar Rao Despandey, a 
renowned colleague of Gandhiji, were situated. Some 
workers from Orissa went to attend that session. A 
rasolution was moved to have the next session of the 
contérence in Utkal. Invitations were also extended 
from U.P. and Bengal. Members attending the Con- 
ference from different parts of the country were being 
paid travelling expenses by the Gandhi Seva Sangh. But 
it was decided at this session that henceforth the host 
province would have to meet the above expenses. 
The workers of Utkal extended the invitation knowing 
fully well the implication of the above discussion. 
The final decision rested with Gandhiji. When this 
question was put before him he immediately said, ‘‘The 
conference should certainly meet in Utkal, Utkal 
needs it.” Upon this, the workers of other provinces 
withdrew their invitations. 

Before his departure for Hudli, Gandhiji asked 
the workers from Utkal to meet him and gave them 
advice regarding arrangements for the conference. 
The conference was to be held at a centre situated in 
a rural area. It would be better if the place would be 
near a railway station. Some special arrangements 
would have to be made. First, arrangements should 
be made for cow’s milk and cow’s ghee because ac- 
cording to the principle of the Sangh, many workers 
do not use buffalo’s milk or ghee. Between the cow 
and the buffalo, Gandhiji gave a higher place to the 
cow. According to him consumption of buffalo’s milk 
on a large scale is responsible for the degradation of 
the cattle population and the boycott of buffalo’s 
milk was one way to help the improvement of the 
cow. It was for this reason that cow’s milk and ghee 
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were generally used in these conferences. Secondly, 
since the ideal of the Sangh was village self-suffi- 
ciency, everything from building materials to vegetables 
should be obtained from the area around the location 
of the conference and should be local products. Sos 
Gandhiji asked them to start preparations suffeténtly 
ahead keeping the above in view. Thirdly, the exhi- 
bition to be held along with the conference should be 
one of Khadi and Village industries only and its aim 
should be to educate the public as well as the workers 
about the surviving village crafts of the province, about 
the improvement that have been made in them and 
about the progress of Khadi work in the province. 
Fourthly, all this should be accomplished with a 
minimum of expenditure which should not in any 
case exceed Rs. 5,000/-. These were the general basis 
on which Gandhij’s advice ran. 


(16) 

Pandit Kripasindhu Hota had a centre of con- 
structive work in the village Beraboi run by the 
Gandhi Seva Sangh. It was decided to have the 
Gandhi Seva Sangh conference at that place. All 
arrangements were completed without any difficulty. 
Temporary huts were constructed out of coconut and 
palm leaves to accommodate the guests attending 
the Conference. A cottage of the same type was also 
set apart within the campus for Gandhiji, in which 
he stayed for seven days. On previous occasions the 
conferences were over in four or five days instead of 
continuing for the full week either due to inclement 
weather or for having finished the business before it 
quickly. But the conference at Delang continued for 
full seven days scheduled. A report of the conference 
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has been published on behalf of the Gandhi Seva 
Sangh. 

The conference commenced on the 25th March, 
1938. An exhibition was arranged along with the 
Conference. On the first day, after the national flag 
had been hoisted by Sardar Vallabhbhai, Gandhiji 
declared “the exhibition open. Before performing the 
opening ceremony, he went round the exhibition 
observing everything in detail. In the course of his 
speech opening the exhibition he said; “‘Orissa is 
dearest to me in the whole of India. I am being told 
of the poverty and famine in Orissa since the day I 
landed in India. Thakkar Bapa came frequently to 
Orissa to organize relief operations to combat famine 
conditions. Even at that time I had realized that 
one would be able to serve India in the real sense if 
he could serve Orissa. Afterwards Orissa became a 
place of pilgrimage for me. Itis so to me not because 
it has Lord Jagannath. The doors of Lord Jagannath 
are closed for Harijans and as such they are closed to 
me. Orissa became a place of pilgrimage for me 
because I started my propaganda for the cause of 
Harijans from a new angle from this place. I had 
been told that Sanatanists were opposed to the Harijan 
movement and wanted to obstruct me by resorting to 
violence. When I came to know of this, I thought 
that if that is what they want to do, then it would be 
better if instead of using trams and cars I carried on 
my tour on foot so that they could get ample oppor- 
tunity to do physical violence to me. Apart from 
that, people going to places of pilgrimage do not 
travel by train or car. They go to those places on foot 
reciting God’s name and turning their backs on the 
joys and sorrows of the world. Their only purpose- 
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is to make an offering of their service to God. 
If some undesirable thing happened due to the anger 
of Sanatanis, should we run away? No, we mus! 
face them. I could not accomplish this job by undertak- 
ing the tour in car or train. That was why I carried 
on the Harijan tour on foot for the rest of thse’ days. 
The Jagannath temple is the temple of the protector 
of the Universe. This temple is famous throughout 
India as it is said that there is no distinction between 
man and man in this place and a Brahmin as well 
as a scavenger can go to have the darshan of the 
deity together and they also take the Prasad together. 
That might have been so once, but now the soul 
has departed, only the lifeless form being left. This 
thing has become a legend of the past because 
Harijans are no longer allowed to enter the temple. 
I said to myself, if this sort of discrimination is allowed 
in the very presence of Jagannath then He cannot be 
my God. I want to re-establish the custom which 
was prevalent in this temple. This desire of mine has 
yet to be fulfilled. Your co-operation is needed for 
its realization.” 

After this, Gandhiji passed on to the exhibition. 
Giving a picture of Orissa as it has become 
and what it can be, Gandhiji said, ‘‘The people of 
Orissa have a bad reputation of being addicted to 
opium. I myself had observed ten years ago that 
even learned men are not free from the vice. The 
common people are steeped in laziness and inertia. 
Orissa has become a land of poverty because of opium, 
laziness and ignorance. This exhibition has raised 
a hope in me that Orissa can be rid of these vices and 
can again be a land of prosperity and happiness. When 
the village people come to see this exhibition their 
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eyes will be opened and they will be able to realize 
the latent strength of their land. The workers of 
Orissa have been able to organize this exhibition with 
the co-operation of the Government. and the people, 
men and women, young and old have a great deal to 
learn from it. 

Man is different from other animals in several 
respects. The late Madhusudan Das had pointed 
out that the greatest difference between man and 
beast was in the structure of their bodies. Man has 
got hands and he can use them intelligently and 
artificially. He would not be able to make proper 
use of the fingers that God has given him if he 
depended solely on agriculture. We would never be 
able to make both ends meet if we depended only on 
agriculture and did not supplement our incomes by 
utilizing our fingers. This exhibition will show us 
the many things that man can produce by his fingers, 
so that the wealth of the country may increase. That 
is why I request all of you to visit the exhibition, go 
round it more than once and select an industry which 
will help to make poverty a thing of the past in this 
land.” 

He was not satisfied with this first visit. After 
two days, he spent a lot of time in the exhibition 
sections. Apart from exhibiting Khadi and products of 
village industries manufactured in different parts of 
Orissa, the exhibition had a ‘“‘Demonstration Section” 
which was the most interesting part of the show. Not 
only samples of cottage industries from different places 
were shown in this section, but here artisans were 
brought from different parts of Orissa and were engaged 
in demonstrating the actual processes of their respective 
industries. The entrance fee was fixed at half-an- 
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anna per head. Gandhiji had earlier advised the 
charging of a fee. He wanted that this type of con- 
ferences especially those of the workers should have 
exhibitions along with them. Otherwise there would 
be nothing to interest the common people. Yet a 
nominal entrance fee of a few pice may bec expected 
to meet the expenses to be incurred for the exibition. 

Two important questions were discussed at this 
conference. This was at the time when Congress 
Ministries were in office in seven Provinces where the 
Congress had secured majority in the legislatures. 
But Gandhiji had a different conception of Congress 
administration, or of “Ram Rajya” which the Con- 
gress Ministries were being unable to put into pract- 
ice and this had made him unhappy. When Gandhiji 
gave his support to the Congress in its decision to 
form Ministries he had expected that their adminis- 
tration would be based on the principle of non- 
violence thus putting into practice a long-cherished 
dream of Gandhiji. But the organizational capacity 
of the Congress as well as the sincerity and competency 
which the Ministers were required to have to function 
in the above-mentioned manner were lacking. The 
main problem in those days was Hindu-Muslim strife. 
Communal riots were taking place at many places. 
Gandhiji desired that the Congress Ministers should 
solve this problem by peaceful methods in a non- 
violent way by the means of Shanti Sena and without 
the help of the police or the army. But the Ministers 
were following the methods of the British Government 
and suppressing the riots with the help of bullets and 
bayonets. The question discussed at this conference 
was the duty of workers of the Gandhi Seva Sangh 
in such a situation. Gandhiji proposed the organiza- 
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tion of a Shanti Sena. Their mission was to be to 
face the riots and try to establish peace and amity by 
risking their lives, if necessary. 


Delivering the inaugural address at the con- 
ference Gandhiji said: 


¢“. . Do we feel that we are making daily 


progress towards our goal? Are we angry on 
a lesser number of occasions than previously? We 
should ask such questions to ourselves again and 
again. Because the path of non-violence is as 
thin as the edge of a razor, we should practise 
walking on it every day and it should be more 
important to us than the taking of food. If we 
take adequate food, it sustains our life and en- 
ables us to live. Likewise, if we practice non- 
violence correctly, the same will sustain our spirit. 
We take food punctually and in adequate quan- 
tities just for the sake of our physical lives. But 
since non-violence sustains the spirit, it should 
be practised every moment of our lives. In this 
case there is no question of satisfaction. If I 
claim to follow a particular principle, I must be 
aware of it every moment and should examine 
myself again and again in its light. 

“The first step of non-violence is that we 
should be truthful in our life, be tolerant to each 
other, should practise humbleness, love and kind- 
ness. There is a proverb in English which says 
that ‘“‘Honesty is the best policy”, but honesty 
from the point of view of non-violence is not a 
policy only, because policies are likely to change 
and do change according to circumstances. Non- 
violence is a principle, is a creed, that never 
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changes, is immutable. One has to remain non- 
violent even if violence be raging all around 
him. There is not much virtue in behaving non- 
violently towards a non-violent person. Rather 
in such a case it is difficult to say whether that 
was really non-violence or not, but both become” 
clearly distinguishable when non-violexe comes 
face to face with violence. We cannot achieve 
this unless we are always conscious vigilant, and 
make positive efforts. 

“The riots which have taken place in the 
United Provinces (at present Uttar Pradesh) have 
shocked me greatly. I felt that instead of march- 
ing forward towards our objective we are moving 
backwards. After seeing the Haripura session of 
the Congress, I had a hope that our strength is 
increasing and in spite of our weaknesses, I would 
be able to see Swaraj in my life time. I had 
expected that we would be able to acquire the 
necessary strength in thc course of a year. But 
riots which have taken place in Allahabad and 
other places have shocked me greatly. It is a 
matter of shame that we have been compelled 
to take the help of the police and the army 
to control those riots. 

“This is why I am putting a question to all 
of you, as well as to myself. Is our non-violence 
the non-violence of the weak or of the strong? 
Ours should be the non-violence of the strong. 
No doubt it will be able to achieve something 
even in the hands of a weak person. Non-violence 
has been able to achieve something in our hands, 
but when it is used as a cover to hide our 
weakness, it makes us weak. It is preferable to 
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die fighting than to die in fear. Quite possibly 
all of us were originally beasts and I believe we 
have come this human stage by gradual evolution. 
Therefore, it is natural that we should have ani- 
mal instincts in us, but, at the same time, we 
are born with the capacity to realize the Godhead 
that is in us. That is the ultimate goal of human 
achievement and that is the only thing which 
differentiates human beings from the animal 
world. Realizing God means seeing Him in 
every particle of the Creation, that is, to cex- 
perience oneness with the whole universe. We 
cannot experience that oneness unless we bring 
out the non-violence hidden in ourselves by ab- 
juring physical force voluntarily. This can come 
only from a feeling of strength. Have we got 
this non-violence of the strong? If we like we 
may give up this ideal as impossible of practice 
and have recourse to violence instead. 

“If we practise the non-violence of the strong, 
then it is bound to have some effect. It will 
give us the capacity to remove the differences 
between Hindus and Muslims, to stop the riots. 


» 


Many may remember a statement that Gandhiji 


made about this time regarding the Congress Minis- 


The Governor of Orissa was going on leave. 


It was proposed to appoint a British Officer, who was 
subordinate to the Cabinet, as the Acting Governor. 
It would have been humiliation to the Ministers to 
have as the Governor above them an Officer who had 
been subordinate to them. Gandhiji was firmly of 
the opinion that if this happened the Congress Mini- 
stries would have to resign precipitating a constitutional 
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deadlock. Sensing the trend, the Viceroy prevented 
the matters from coming to a head by requiring the 
Governor of Orissa to forego his leave. 


(17) 


Another incident that took place had tremendous 
influence on the whole atmosphere of the conference. 
Some persons who were close to Gandhiji had gone 
to Puri with ladies and children for sight-seeing and 
went inside the Jagannath temple there. Gandhiji 
was firmly of the opinion that no Harijan worker should 
enter any temple the doors of which were closed to 
Harijans. Since he had thought that these persons 
would not forget this principle he had not asked 
them specifically to refrain from entering the temple. 
Gandhiji became very much upset when he came to 
know that they had done so. He was so much upset 
that for two or three days he could not take food 
properly and had disturbed sleep. This cast a pall of 
sadness over the assembly but was more effective than 
a thousand speeches or discussions. It was an object 
lesson to all. All were able to realize the importance 
of the fine discrimination that a public worker should 
have—like the ability to work on a razor’s edge. The 
late Mahadevbhai narrated the whole incident in an 
article in the Harijan. The article has been so beauti- 
fully written that it is reproduced below in full: 


“On Monday evening when they returned and 
Gandhiji knew the whole story, he was sad. He 
had a sleepless night. He called Kasturba and my 
wife and me to account. The explanation, part of 
which is contained in the argument above, failed to 
satisfy him. It even irritated him. He held that I 
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was primarily to blame. He held that I should have 
explained to them the history of the movement, how 
Gandhiji had gone to Puri in 1934, how violence 
was organized there, how he had to undcrtake the 
Orissa pilgrimage on foot, how reformers were warned 
not to go to the temple until Harijans were admitted, 
and if my wife still did not listen, Gandhiji’s assistance 
should have been sought, and if then too she insisted on 
going she should have been free to go. He held that 
I had not been watchful enough and that I had thus 
been unjust to him, my wife, myself and to the cause. 
And so he thus poured out his heart to the members 
of the Sangh: 

“<I am glad that Mahadcv has told you some- 
thing about what has happened, and now that he 
has said something I feel like saying out all that 
is in me. The various items of constructive acti- 
vity that you are doing are only outward expres- 
sions of truth and Ahimsa. They only reveal how 
far they can carry you on the road to Ahimsa and 
truth, and ultimately to freedom. The removal of 
untouchability is one of the highest expressions of 
Ahimsa. It is my daily prayer, as it should be 
the prayer of you all, that if untouchability does 
not perish it were far better that Hinduism 
perished. This prayer found its most poignant 
expression during my Harijan tour of which the 
principal objective was the opening of the temples 
to Harijjans. And I declared day in and day 
out that whoever believed in the removal of un- 
touchability should shun temples which were not 
open to Harijans. Now, how could I bear the 
thought of my wife or my daughters having gone 
to such temples? I would plead with them, 


87 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
é I 6 


would go on bended knees to dissuade them from 
going to these temples, and might have to deny 
myself personal ties with them if my entreaties 
failed. I have tried to live up to this principle 
all these years, and I felt humbled and humiiat- 
ed when I knew that my wife and two Ashram 
inmates whom I regard as my daughters had 
gone into the Puri temple. The agony was 
enough to precipitate a collapse. The machine 
recorded an alarmingly high blood pressure, but 
I knew better than the'’machine. I was in a worse 
condition than the machine could show. The 
Gita teaches us the lesson of detachment, but that 
detachment does not mean indifference to shocks 
of this kind—failure in duty on the part of one’s 
dearest ones. The three who went were the least 
to blame. They went in ignorance. But I was 
to blame, and Mahadev was more to blame in 
that he did not tell them what their dharma was 
and how any breach would shame me. He taught 
to have thought also of its social repercussions. 
They wcre ignorant I know, but we are responsible 
for their ignorance, and it is the reverse of Ahimsa 
not to disturb their ignorance. I sent them to 
Puri not to go into the temple, but to stand just 
where the Harijans were allowed to go and refuse 
in protest to go beyond that limit. That would 
have been the right kind of propaganda, and they 
would that way have done Harijan service. To 
do scavenging work or to eat with Harijans 
or to feed them is not enough, if we do not 
deny ourselves the going to temples and the like, 
so long as our kith and kin, the Harijans, are 
denied their use. 


88 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


‘“ ‘There is another aspect of the case. The 
Sanatanists believe that untouchability is part of 
Hinduism, and so do the Mussalmans and the 
Christians who think that Hinduism is nothing 
if not ‘don’t-touchism’. You cannot finally 
solve the Hindu-Muslim problem until you have 
removed the stain of untouchability by non- 
violent means. The Muslims will then cease to 
regard us as unbelievers. 


*“ ‘Then there are the Harijans themselves. 

How are we to carry conviction to them that 
we are with them through thick and thin, that 
we are completely identifying ourselves with 
them, unless we can carry our families—our 
wives, our children, brothers, sisters, relatives— 
with us in our programme of the removal of 
untouchability ?’ 

“This pouring out of the agony of his heart was 
for me an added agony. He was so disconsolate. 
The next day he felt too weak to speak and went 
into silence for the whole day as a measure of pre- 
caution.” 


Harijan, 9-4-1938 


Mahadevbhai had very much become distressed 
due to this incident. He could not think of any way 
out. In the end he wrote a letter to Gandhiji in 
which he requested him to relieve him. This fed the 
fire further and Gandhiji became more agonized. 
He said: 

“I would prefer to die at the hands of one 
who loves me rather than to have my life at the 
hands of one who does not. You should have 
realized your own fault and should have gone to 
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Puri with a batch of Satyagrahis to atone for it. 
Instead of doing so what was the idea of be- 
coming so much perturbed at my scolding? I 
scolded you for your good. Instead of doing real 
service to your wife you have only succeeded in 
making her more superstitious.” 


Throughout the conference which lasted for 
seven days, there was a heavy rush of people coming 
from far-off places just to have a darshan of Gandhiji 
and to visit the ‘Gandhi Mela’, They came all the 
way carrying their ration with them and spent the 
night in the open fields. It was arranged to have 
some lectures on Gandhian Philosophy every evening. 
Gandhiji himself came out once in the course of a 
day to give darshan to the people and stood on the 
rostrum with folded hands. People also were more 
than satisfied by this and went away after shouting 
“Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai”. Gandhiji never came out 
of the conference campus except at this time. In 
spite of his great desire to see the kitchen as well as 
the arrangements in the dining hall, he never went 
there fearing the rush that would ensue. It was ar- 
ranged for him to have his usual walks inside the 
campus. Just as one can know the state of cooking 
of a potful of rice by testing a single grain from it, 
Gandhiji was keeping in touch with and an eye on 
the life around him by suddenly enquiring in detail 
about entire things. He made these enquiries of the 
people near about him every day. How was the 
food? Was it simple or were the limits of a public 
worker being exceeded under a false sense of hospita- 
bility? Were lots of tasty items being served? What 
were the arrangements for keeping the surroundings 
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clean? Was water being supplied regularly in time 
or not? He was making enquiries like these in detail. 


At the end of the conference, Gandhiji asked the 
organizers to submit detailed accounts of the expenses. 
If detailed accounts of expenditures under different 
heads could be submitted immediately at the end of the 
conference, it would give an idea of the thoroughness 
with which the accounts have been maintained. It 
would also reveal whether there have been any ex- 
travagant or unnecessary expenses. Gandhiji was very 
particular about the accounting of public funds. He 
used to say, “‘Public workers should make it a habit 
to maintain a record of daily expenses correctly. 
Apart from maintaining the accounts of public funds, 
they should also maintain correct accounts of the 
expenditures incurred on their own food, clothing, 
etc. It will help them to find out whether they are 
spending more than a public worker ought to or not.” 
He was very much pleased when he got the statement 
of income and expenditure on the day he wanted. 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad came to attend the 
Delang Conference for a day at the request of Gandhiji. 
Gandhiji himself looked into the details of arrangements 
for him. He arranged to have a tent pitched near 
his own cottage to accommodate Maulana Saheb. 
On the day before the Maulana arrived Gandhiji saw 
himself that all necessary amenities were provided 
in the tent. At the time of his own meal or when 
the bell was rung for the general meal, he invariably 
asked, ‘‘Has Maulana Saheb taken his food?” This 
practice is a special feature of his life. Soon after he 
went to stay in Sevagram, he had invited some Oriya 
workers there. Since people were coming in large 
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numbers to see Sevagram, Gandhiji had ruled that 
anybody who wanted to stay in Sevagram could do so 
only with previous permission or on invitation. He 
takes great pleasure in serving food himself in the 
Ashram. He has got a reputation that he can very 
correctly judge the portions to be served to each 
from the amount of food cooked and the number of 
guests. While in South Africa, Gandhiji himself was 
managing the task of preparing food for and serving 
it. On that day while at the point of serving chapatis 
to the Oriya workers, he suddenly said: “Oh! 
I have had enough rice cooked. Please do not be 
shy. I have got enough rice cooked. Eat as much 
as you need.” The items to be prepared at the 
Ashram every day were decided according to Gandhiji’s 
advice. This gave him an opportunity to indulge his 
pleasure in serving guests and satisfied his deep interest 
in experimenting with food as well. 

Gandhiji had somehow lost his staff during his 
stay at Delang. It was a length of ordinary thin 
bamboo. One day he was seen pulling out a piece 
from a pile of bamboo pieces and using it as a staff 
while going out to give darshan. Acharya Harihar 
Das was with him at that time. While returning 
Acharyaji gave his own bamboo staff to Gandhiji. 
Gandhiji used it throughout the conference and when 
he wanted to return it at the time of leaving Delang, 
Acharya Mahashaya requested him to keep it. This 
happened in 1938. Afterwards Acharya Mahashaya 
once went to Wardha. Gandhiji showed him the 
staff and said, ‘‘See, I have preserved the staff”. He 
was seen using the same staff in July 1942 when at- 
tending a meeting of the A.-1. Spinners’ Association just 
before the Quit India Movement. Just as he had 
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put away the staff and was about to sit down he saw 
the writer sitting near him and pointed to the staff 
saying, ‘‘It is the same one”. When Acharya Maha- 
shaya met him at Sevagram after his release from jail, 
Gandhiji said to him in a sad tone, “‘I have lost 
the staff at Panchagani”’. When Acharya Mahashaya 
carefully trimmed and polished another staff just like 
the old one and presented it to Gandhiji, he said, 
“This is a good staff but it is not the same one”. 
In explaining the significance of the old staff to a 
colleague he remarked that, “‘That particular staff 
had held sweet memories of the love and the spirit 
of sacrifice of Acharya Harihar. Gandhiji preserved 
and used his things very carefully, 


(18) 


It had not been possible for Gandhijji to come to 
Orissa again after the Delang conference. But he had 
got the same luve and continuing concern for Orissa. 
With the expansion of constructive activities in Orissa, 
Gandhiji’s contact with Orissa had increased. 


He always arranged to send relief for people 
affected by famine, flood or drought in Orissa and 
apart from that, he sent financial help for the 
maintenance of workers in the province. He managed 
to arrange funds for constructive work in Utkal. The 
amount which was raised for the A.-I. Spinners’ Asso- 
ciation in Utkal was quite inadequate to carry on its 
activities. More funds were made available for the 
province by the Central organization. Sometimes 
Khadi work in Utkal suffered losses. In 1936, the A.-I. 
Spinners’ Association made a strict rule that those 
provincial branches of the Association which could 
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not be self-supporting and run at a loss would have to 
be closed down. One or two such branches were also 
thus closed down, but the rule was relaxed in the 
case of Utkal on Gandhiji’s advice. In regard to the 
Harijan Sevak Sangh, Utkal had got a larger share 
than its normal quota from the Central Fund. 

Let us turn to an incident that occurred in 1939- 
40. The Congress Ministries had resigned and the 
administrations of those Provinces had been taken over 
by the Governors. When Congress Ministry was in 
office in Utkal, it had introduced experiment in basic 
education in the Province. After the resignation of 
the Ministry, the programme was continued under 
Governor’s rule also for some time but in 1940, the 
Provincial Government suddenly decided to close 
down the basic schools. But some of the teachers, 
tame forward with the determination to continue the 
schools even without government help. Being en- 
couraged by the determination of the teachers, other 
village workers also pleaded their support in this en- 
deavour. On coming to know of the enthusiasm of 
these teachers, Gandhiji wrote a letter to them in which 
he sought to inspire them by remarking that it would 
be a matter of great credit if the schools could be run 
under trees with the help of the villages and the 
teachers remained undaunted by hunger and pri- 
vation. The teachers were greatly inspired by the 
Jetter. Initially those schools were maintained by 
Jocal help. Afterwards these were taken over by 
the Hindustani Talimi Sangh which gave necessary 
financial help. But the funds of the ‘‘Hindustani 
Talimi Sangh” were limited and it was wholly depen- 
dent on Gandhiji’s help without making any effort 
to raise any funds by itself. Naturally, it lacked the 
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resources to carry out the experiment in Utkal. Then 
Gandhiji suggested that some money be taken for 
this from the ‘Jivram Fund’. But the trustees of the Fund 
said that the fund was meant for Khadi work and so 
they were not in a position to spend anything out of 
it for educational activities. Gandhiji replied, “I am 
sure that had Jivrambhai been alive today, he would 
not have opposed this. This is really Khadi work. 
There is a great shortage of Khadi workers in Orissa 
and these schools will remove that shortage if we can 
continue them.” At this one of the trustees remarked, 
“Knowing fully well Bapu’s soft corner for Utkal, we 
have nothing to say in regard to it.” But financial 
help from that Fund could not be provided for the 
purpose due to legal difficulties. When Gandhiji came 
to know of this he again said, “I know this legal 
difficulty could have been overcome. But since the 
trustees themselves are afraid, let us close the chapter. 
I will arrange necessary funds from other sources.” 
A few month’s later, during a meeting of the Talimi 
Sangh, Shri Aryanayakam, Shrimati Asha Devi and 
the writer went together to meet Gandhiji. Gandhiji 
had then just returned to Wardha after making collec- 
tions for the Andrews Memorial Fund in Bombay. 
Immediately on meeting us he cried out, “I have got 
the funds for Utkal. I had been to Bombay for five 
or six days to raise funds for the Andrews Memorial 
Fund. Five lakhs of rupees were raised for it. Some 
donors gave me some extra money saying that I could 


spend it as I liked. I have earmarked that amount 
for basic education.” 


(19) 
The anecdote relates to the period when the 
Congress Ministry was in office in Orissa. Gandhiji 
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was giving his attention to States People’s move- 
ments that very year. Following his fast at Rajkot, 
a great stir was created in States like Travancore, 
Jaipur, etc. and Gandhiji was giving his guidance to 
the workers of those States. Just before this Gandhiji 
came to know of the atrocities committed in Dhen- 


kanal and wrote an article in Harijan in November 
1938: 


“From Dhenkanal have come to me stories of 
inhuman cruelty by the State Ruler under the 
shadow of the policy supplied by the Paramount 
Power. I asked for evidence in support of some 
of the innumerable cruelties. And I have en- 
ough to inspire relief. . . . 

“I understand that the persecuted people are 
taking refuge in British Orissa. Can the Minis- 
ters refuse them shelter? How many can they 
takc charge of ? Whatever happens in these 
States affects for better or for worse the province 
as a whole. . . . ”* 


The people’s movement in Talcher also became 
intense at this time and thousands of people fled from 
the State being unable to tolerate the high-handedness 
of the State authorities and took shelter in the jungles 
of Angul for months together. Gandhiji was in- 
formed of this also. This exodus from Talcher creat- 
ed a commotion throughout the country. The articles 
which Gandhiji wrote in this connection are quoted 
below. Enough details of the Talcher movement 
will also be found in these. In the meantime violence 
flared up in Ranpur and an inhuman murder took 
place. The Political Agent was put to death by a 


* The Indian States? Problem, pp. 102-03, Ist edn. 1941 
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mob. Gandhiji condemned this incident in an article 
published on 21-3-39. 


“It was enough for me at the time to con- 
demn in unqualified terms the murder of the 
Political Agent not merely as a mark of sympathy, 
though that was deserved, but as an act of gross 
indiscipline and breach of the fundamental Con- 
gress Policy. The misdeeds of the rulers have 
been exposed often enough in these columns. 
But they have been mentioned not for the purpose 
of drawing the wrath of the people upon the 
doers, but for the sole purpose of showing the 
people the way of dealing with them non-violently. 
Things were shaping themselves well in Orissa. 
I can quote chapter and verse in support of this 
assertion. The murder has disturbed the even 
course of the movement. Ranpur is a howling 
wilderness. The people, both the innocent and 
the guilty are in hiding. They have deserted 
their homes in order to escape repression. For 
it will not be merely the actually guilty persons 
who will suffer. The technique of frightfulness in 
some shape or other is no doubt being applied and 
the whole of India has to be the helpless witness 
to it. The authorities know no other way of 
dealing with murders of their officials, especially 
when they are Europeans. The non-violent 
method has been slowly educating them to know 
the new way. But I need not prolong the 
argument. The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating. Both methods are being tried out in 
India. The workers have to make their choice. 
I know that India’s freedom is possible only 
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through non-violence. Those workers in the 

Congress who think or act otherwise are wronging 

themselves and the Congress. 

Harijan, 21-1-1939 

‘I hope the Government of Orissa will firmly 
handle the situation and not let the Imperial 
Power deal with the situation as it chooses. The 
Imperial Power loses its head when it loses one 
of its own class. . . .” 

Referring to the Talcher exodus he wrote: 

“Twenty-two thousand people out of a total 
population of seventy-five thousand of Talcher 
have come over to British Orissa leaving their 
huts and homes. This is not a small thing. 
Professor Ranga has given a true picture of the 
misery from which these refugees are suffering. 
Thakkar Bapa has supported his version. They 
are suffering miseries for the last two months. 
I had an idea that they would go back to their 
homes but peace is not in their lot. 

“It was not possible for poor Orissa to help 
these unfortunate people. The financial resources 
of Government of Orissa are too limited to be 
able to support them. I hope the Marwari 
Relief Society will take the responsibility of these 
unfortunate people. They should be provided 
with some work. We should not forget these 
things.” 

At the instance of Gandlhiji, some female and male 
workers of Utkal Gandhi Seva Sangh went there for 
pursuing work and looking after their cleanliness. 

Gandhiji wrote on 13-2-39: 

“When the princes choose to reply to the 
allegations brought against them, they exceeded 
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journalists in stating falsehood. Let us look to 

Talcher affairs which have taken place recently. 

Statesman published a photograph of Talcher 

Hizarat. The ruler contradicted it but the editor 

has taught him a lesson. Thakkar Bapa has 

sent me a publicity pamphlet of Talcher ruler. 

I cannot decide whether to cry or to laugh look- 

ing at it.” 

Again he wrote on 18th April 1939: 

“The readers may recall the Hizarat of 20 to 

30 thousand people of Orissa States. They are 
spending their days with much difficulties in 
forest area of Angul of British Orissa bordering 
these Statcs. Thakkar Bapa and Harekrishna 
Mahatab are looking after them. They are pro- 
minent workers. Apart from that, Thakkar Bapa 
is an old social reformer and social worker. He 
has never touched politics. Some days before a 
new item was published in the press that as a 
result of agreement entered into with the Ruler 
of the State, the Hizaratis would return to their 
homes. But subsequently this news item was 
contradicted and the Ruler of Talcher did not 
honour the agreement entered into by the Assis- 
tant Political Agent on his behalf.” 

“An agreement was entered on 21st March; the 
salient feature of which was as follows: 

(1) At present 5 annas are being realized on 
each rupee of land revenue which is an excessive 
payment and the same will be reduced to 3 annas. 
During the next land revenue settlement, the revenue 
and other taxes of Talcher should not exceed the rate 
prevailing in nearby Angul. 
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(2) The present system of monopoly in regard 
to the trade in daily necessaries will be abolished. 
This system of monopoly will be retained only for the 
business in hides, raw skin, horn, ganja, opium, 
bhang and liquor. 


(3) The State Government will not be a party 
to the realization of fines by priests of Panchayats as 
at present. 

(4) Forced labour will completely be abolished 
and in carrying out public work, regular wages will 
be paid. 

(5) The taxes levied on the artisans will be 
abolished. 

(6) Hizaratis will not be subjected to any sort 
of victimization on their return. 

(7) The reforms scheme embodying Responsible 
Government through the people’s representatives will 
be enforced after being approved by the political 
department of the Government. 

(8) People will have unfettered freedom to hold 
public meetings provided they do not involve in any 
action prejudicial to the ruler or his administration 
and do not amount to unlawful activities. 

(9) Tenants will have right to kill animals from 
their own lands without paying any fee or fine. 

(This agreement was drafted in presence of some 
Government Officers such as Maj. Hency, the Assistant 
Political Agent.) 

According to Thakkar Bapa, Mr. Hency was 
firmly of opinion that the Ruler will agree to these 
terms but I do not understand why the Ruler is not 
agreeing to this. . . . ” 
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After this, some news items were contradicted by 
the Government of Orissa as well as the State Govern- 
ment and some administrative reforms were announced 
by the Ruler. But Shri Harekrishna Mahatab issued 
a long statement showing how these reforms did 
not tally with the earlier agreement. Gandhiji had 
this statement published in the Harijan. 

Ll # * 


It was in 1942. The meeting of the All-India 
Spinners’ Association was being held at Wardha. The 
writer was attending the meeting. Jajuji* was present 
with the proceedings book to get the signature of 
Gandhiji to confirm the proceedings of the last meet- 
ing over which the latter had presided. Jajuji wanted 
to give a good pen to Gandhiji for this and so was 
trying out the fountain-pens of different colleagues. 
Finally, he selected the writer’s fountain-pen. He 
gave it to Gandhiji who signed with it and then look- 
ing up asked, “‘To whom does this fountain-pen 
belong?” When the writer heard this question, he 
knew that some fire-work was coming. When Jajuji 
let him know to whom it belonged, Gandhiji asked, 
‘Was it manufactured in Orissa?” What was there to 
reply? Now we knew what ‘reward’ was in store 
for us using costly fountain-pens. On another occa- 
sion also Gandhiji made a similar reference to a pen. 
It was during the Dandi March for Salt Satyagraha in 
1930. Milk and fruits of the best quality were being 
brought from distant places by motor vehicle for 
‘Gandhiji’s use. This was meant to allay the hard- 
ships of the march as much as possible. But when 
Gandhiji heard of this he was overcome with grief 


* Late Krishnadas Jaju. 
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which rose like a tidal wave from within. He cried 
ut, “But when could I offer such resistance? Certain- 
ly not, if I was myself taking from the people an 
unconscionable toll. I could resist it only if my 
living bore some correspondence with the average 
income of the people. We are marching in the name 
of God. We profess to act on behalf of the hungry, 
the naked and the unemployed. . . but if our daily 
expenses are fifty times seven-pice, which is the average 
income of ordinary people, how can I object to the 
salary of the Viceroy? I have asked for accounts. 
What else can be the result if they will fetch for me 
120 when I should want 12 oranges, if when I need 
one pound of milk, they will produce three?” In 
conclusion he said, ‘“‘And then imagine me with an 
easy conscience writing the viceregal letter on costly 
glazed paper with a fountain-pen, a free gift from 
some accommodating friend. Will this behove you 
and me? Can a letter so written produce the 
slightest effect ?”’ 
Young India, 3-4-’30 
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